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The purpose of the study is to evaluate the problems and hindrances of adopting
the practice of intercessory prayer for missions by short-term mission participants of the
Hong Kong Evangelical Church (Hong Kong, China). Proposed strategies were
recommended. Personal interviews were employed.
The findings of the study showed that, in various degrees, all the participants of
short-term missions continued to intercede for missions. Strategies recommended
included short-term mission participation, the provision of up-to-date and detailed
information for intercession, promotion of the practice of intercession for missions in
churches, and praying on all occasions.
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CHAPTER 1
UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM
The Hong Kong Evangelical Church, a denomination with seventeen
congregations in Hong Kong, was founded by OMS International (formerly Oriental
Missionary Society) in 1953 (Backer 7). OMS International (OMS) inherits a wonderful
tradition from the founder Charles Cowman who was strong in evangelism, church
planting, and intercessory prayer. Because it was founded by OMS, the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church is expected to be involved in world missions. The faith statement in
the constitution ofHong Kong Evangelical Church states, "Hong Kong Evangelical
Church was founded by the Oriental Missionary Society to become an independent
denomination, which sustains the wonderful tradition ofholiness and undertakes local
and overseas missions" (Hong Kong Evangelical Church, Constitution 2). Beginning on 1
October 1989, 1 served in Hong Kong Evangelical Church for more than eleven years.
First, I was appointed to be a missionary in Macau (formerly a Portuguese colony about
forty sea miles away from Hong Kong) for five years. The mission in Macau was a joint
project of OMS International and Hong Kong Evangelical Church.
On 1 October 1994, 1 was transferred back to Hong Kong to serve as the Director
ofDevelopment, Director ofMissions (Overseas), and the Coordinator ofHong Kong
Every Creature Crusade (ECC) Teams (Evangelism and Church Planting). I served in this
capacity until 31 December 2000. 1 presently study full-time at Asbury Theological
Seminary, though I serve as the honorary pastor of the denomination. My former
responsibilities included local missions in Hong Kong and overseas missions in Macau,
the Philippines, England, and Russia. In particular, I was responsible for providing
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spiritual, ministerial, and financial support to our local team leaders and overseas
missionaries.
In the past ten years, I have organized and trained more than two hundred short-
term missionaries to engage in evangelistic ministry and missionary support to our
missionaries overseas. A number of these missionaries became leaders of our churches.
Some of them were called to full-time ministry in various mission ministries. In my
experience, the best way to help people get involved in missions is to recruit them for
short-term missions. Short-term missions are one of the effective channels for the
involvement in the Great Commission.
Intercession for missions is a crucial spiritual support to missionary work. In my
role as honorary pastor, my task is to intercede and to mobilize our churches to intercede
for our missionaries and their work. My personal commitment is to pray for our
missionaries regularly. In addition to praying for the missionaries directly related to me, I
also intercede for the pastors and other OMS missionaries as well as other missionaries I
know. I am appointed by OMS as shepherd to visit the Every Creature Crusade teams in
the Philippines and Taiwan. When I visit the fields, I have the burden to discern their
prayer needs. Then I remember them in my prayers. Most of the missionaries and pastors,
ifnot all, welcome my ministry of prayer. Many of them are earnestly looking for prayer
support.
Formy first five years ofmissionary work in Macau, I experienced severe spiritual
conflicts. Spiritual warfare was waged day by day. I was leading an Every Creature
Crusade team to evangelize the Chinese community in Macau. In March 1990, 1 was sent
by OMS to learn from the Korean ECC teams how to train the leaders for evangelism and
church planting. I soon realized that their commitment to the discipline ofprayer was one
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of the secrets of success in ministry. Prayer preceded other spiritual disciplines in their
ministerial practice. The Korean dawn prayer meetings, faithful intercession, regular
fasting, and prevailing prayer motivated me to commit myself to prayer ministry. The
first priority of every day is prayer. This is written in my daily schedule. The second
thing is to read and meditate on the Word ofGod.
On the above-mentioned trip to Korea, two Indian leaders were from Evangelical
Church of India (ECI). That denomination was founded by OMS in 1954. These two
leaders introduced the dynamic prayer ministry to the ECC teams in India. They then
experienced great harvest in soul winning and church planting. When I went back to
Macau to work on prayer ministry, I had a problem in praying consistently and fervently.
We attempted to intercede for the target people for evangelism. We prayed for the new
converts and church members, but we had limitations in mobilizing our people to commit
themselves to prayer. Life in Macau and Hong Kong was so busy. Unfortunately, we
were occupied by our busyness. People generally worked seven days a week and more
than ten hours a day. Their commitment to the discipline ofprayer was hampered by their
busy lifestyle. Our prayer became mechanical and dry. John Wesley was right to say that
lack ofprayer would lead to spiritual dryness (Harper 19).
In 1992, 1 had the privilege ofbeing trained in the Haggai Institute of Singapore
for advanced leadership training for one month. In the training center, I met many third-
world leaders from Asia, Africa, and South America. A number of these leaders were
prayer warriors. They shared their experiences in the practice of fasting and praying.
They overcame evil spirits with prayer. I was amazed at their experiences. In one of the
seminars, I learned the practice of employing a prayer chain that we sought to introduce
Kwan 4
in our church. Again, I found difficult to sustain such a practice for any considerable
period of time.
In 1993 my family experienced God's healing through prayer and intercession. My
wife was pregnant with our second baby. She then had the problem of "placenta previa."
She was likely to suffer miscarriage. We were fervently praying. Pastors and church
members were interceding for us as we were the missionaries in Macau. God answered
our prayer, and my wife had a natural birth of our second daughter. We named her
Hannah because we would like her to be a woman ofprayer as was Hannah the mother of
Samuel. In the midst of the trial, God comforted us with Philippians 4:6, "Do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God."
Having served as a missionary in Macau for five years, I sense great needs for
intercessory prayer. I earnestly sought prayer support from the churches in Hong Kong
and overseas. I sent regular monthly prayer letters to our supporters. In my file were sixty
prayer letters about my missionary work. This is one of the reasons why I survived in the
tough missionary service. Many prayer supporters upheld us to fight spiritual warfare.
God was in our midst to win the battle for us.
When I became the Director ofMissions for our denomination from 1994 to 2000,
I began to commit myself to intercede for our missionaries. Even before I assumed the
responsibilities, I knew this ministry was crucial to all missionaries. I felt the need of
prayer, as well. I also strongly believed that other missionaries were longing for
intercession. When I visited the churches in Korea, I was amazed that the pastors and the
believers were so eager to pray for the missionaries including myself.
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In 1996 I met Wesley Duewel in the headquarters ofOMS. I was astonished to see
how he soaked himself in intercessory prayer for God's ministry around the world. His
book Touch the World through Prayer and other books were, in fact, written through
many hours of prayer. God ordained his books to bless many believers around the world.
He sets a good example ofpracticing what he teaches in his books in ministering to the
world through intercessory prayer. His ministry touches my heart. Presently, he is my
spiritual mentor for my study at Asbury Theological Seminary.
Unfortunately, mobilizing our believers to pray for our missionaries and their
work was difficult. Hong Kong is one of the busiest cities in the world. People are
occupied with pragmatism, materialism, and self-centeredness. Many believers in our
churches are not interested in prayer. Few attended prayer meetings, not to mention
praying for missionaries; however, at times Jesus was frustrated when his disciples were
not engaged in prayer (e.g., in his prayer hours at Gethsemane, Matt. 26:36-46). After all,
my commitment is to follow Jesus' example as an intercessor for others, especially for
global missions.
The Problem of the Study
Despite the needs of our missionaries for prayer support and my exhortations for
intercession, some pastors and a number ofbelievers in our denomination are not very
interested in intercessory prayer for missionaries and their work. Some pastors and
leaders of our denomination think that prayer for missions is not practical. They do not
want to participate in the prayer meetings for missions. Other pastors are not interested in
intercession because of busyness and because of the low priority placed on prayer.
Missions are not their priority. They prefer the growth of their own churches rather than
that of the global church. Even those who participated in short-term missions had
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problems continuing to be intercessors for missions. They had experienced the power of
prayer in the mission fields. They had committed themselves to pray for the missionaries
and the mission fields; however, when they came back to Hong Kong, some of them
could not maintain their commitment to intercede for missions. We need to tackle this
problem and to develop strategies to help the believers to sustain their practice of
intercession for missions.
In spite of the hindrances and difficulties for our development ofmissions through
developing a network of intercession, a number of those who had participated in short-
term missions are willing to be more involved in praying for the missionaries and
overseas missions. This is a good sign for overcoming at least some of the difficulties. If
we can help this group of people to be trained to intercede for missions, then the
influence will be from bottom to top, rather than from top to bottom. A number of these
lay leaders and some of the opinion leaders can be trained as change agents to educate
and persuade their pastors and other leaders to participate more in intercessory prayer.
According to Everett Rogers, "Opinion leaders are individuals who lead in influencing
other individuals' opinion about innovations" (281). A change agent, however, "is an
individual who influences clients' motivation-decisions in a direction deem desirable by a
change agency" (27).
Biblical/Theological Foundations
The Holy Trinity takes the initiative in ministering to his children through
intercession. God the Father listens and answers prayers of intercession according to his
will. Both Jesus the High Priest and the Holy Spirit unceasingly intercede for believers
(Heb. 7:25b; Rom. 8:26). Christ's intercessory ministry shows his continuation of his
earthly ministry. Christ not only sits at the right hand ofGod (Ps. 110:1; Eph. 1 :20; Rev.
Kwan 7
3:21 ; Heb. 1 :3) to share the throne with God the Father with universal dominion, he
always intercedes for his believers. He serves as our advocate who pleads our cause
before God. Christ presents those considerations, which secure for us pardon and the
continual supply of the divine grace (Rom. 8:26; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1).
Nevertheless, the distinctive role of the Holy Spirit in intercessory prayer is that he makes
intercession within the lives of Spirit-filled believers. Christ, on the other hand,
intercedes from his place of exaltation in the presence ofGod the Father. God the Father
commands Jesus to ask for the nations, and the nations will be given to him as an
inheritance and possession (Ps. 2:7-8). Thus, when we intercede for world missions, we
actually partner with the Holy Trinity to work toward Christ's reign on earth. When we
pray, we are sharing the interactive life with the Trinity.
In the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20), Jesus' last request to the Church is to
go and make disciples of all nations. Thus one of his top priorities placed on every
Christian is to intercede for world evangelization and for making disciples of all peoples.
Because we are already seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6b), we are
actually sharing Christ's throne by interceding. When we intercede for local and global
missions, we are in fact working with the Trinity as partners in world missions. This is
the privilege we cannot afford to miss. Guder quotes John 17:20-23 for Jesus' high
priestly prayer. He stresses that a missional church is not a self-centered church but a
sending church to world missions. Without intercession for the world, the church is not
fulfilling its mission designed by God (250). Oden also emphasizes the apostolic ministry
in which the apostolic church is commissioned to fulfill the Great Commission ofChrist
(62). The early Church prior to Pentecost started with strong emphasis on united prayer
(Acts 1:14). Thus revival came, and the empowered disciples scattered to preach the
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gospel from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and to the other parts of the world. Intercessory
prayer, then, is part of the apostolic ministry not only originated from the apostles but
from Christ himself.
In the Old Testament, Yahweh was searching for intercessors for the sake of the
lost of both Israel and all nations (Isa. 59:16a). Abraham, the patriarch of Israel, was a
faithful intercessor. He interceded for Sodom, and consequently, his nephew Lot was
saved from the destruction of the city (Gen. 18:16-33). Thus, intercession for the
salvation of an individual or a city is effective. Samuel, the Old Testament prophet and
priest, committed himself to continuous priestly intercession for Israel (1 Sam. 12:23).
When confronted with King Ahab and the prophets ofBaal, Elijah, the prophet of
Yahweh and a powerful prayer warrior, won the spiritual warfare on Mount Carmel (1
Kings 18:16-46). Many spiritual leaders such as Ezra and Nehemiah were intercessors. In
fact, they led their nation to revival through the ministry of intercession. Moreover, some
Psalms, such as Psalm 67, plead for world missions. King Solomon also offered
missionary intercession for other nations during the dedication ceremony of the temple.
In short, the Pentateuch, the books ofhistory, the books ofwisdom, and ofOld Testament
prophets, contains many instances and cases ofmissionary intercessory prayer.
The apostle Paul was a great missionary evangelist as well as a faithful intercessor
for world evangelization. His epistles are interwoven with a large number of intercessory
prayers. Perhaps his commitment to the discipline of intercessory prayer was one of the
keys to his success in ministry. As one of the loyal disciples ofChrist, Paul faithfully
followed Christ's example as an intercessor. He submitted to God's will and to pray
unceasingly (1 Thess. 5:17). Paul consistently sustained his partnership and communion
with Christ, the powerful intercessor who sits at the right hand ofGod the Father. He also
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joins hand-in-hand with the Holy Spirit who is the divine intercessor. The apostle was
deeply concerned about the prayer life of his disciples and coworkers in Christ. He
required that his coworkers be involved in united prayer for others, especially for world
evangelization. He urged Timothy to pray and intercede for all men, including the kings
and those who were in authority, for Jesus Christ "wants all men to be saved and to come
to a knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:1-4). God not only desires intercession for
localities, he also urges us to intercede with him on issues of global concern. Paul urges
us to have the same mind as Christ (Phil. 2:5). Christ has a heart for the whole world.
John Wesley said, "The world is my parish" (John Wesley Museum). His thoughts and
deeds were globally oriented. He had a mind and heart similar to that of Jesus. He was a
man ofprayer and of evangelism. His prayer room was called the "Power House of
Methodism" (John Wesley Museum). The Methodist missionary work was propelled by
John Wesley's spiritual dynamics. Intercessory prayer was one of the major ingredients
for the explosive, evangelistic outreach in numerous communities.
Intercession and missions are working together for the advancement of the
kingdom of God. Charles Cowman, a dynamic evangelist and powerful missionary
intercessor, founded the Oriental Missionary Society in 1901. From 1911 to 1918, he and
more than one hundred evangelism crusaders visited most of the households in Japan. As
a result, about four hundred churches were established (OMS International, ECC
Multiplying 1). This was the beginning of the ECC teams; thus, in our tradition,
intercession and evangelism are our top priorities in missionary work. Cowman set a
good example ofbeing a powerful intercessor. He spent hours everyday praying for the
evangelization ofChina. He hung the map ofChina on his wall and prayed for individual
provinces, counties, cities, towns, and villages in China. Presently, more than three
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hundred teams around the world in about thirty countries are following his example,
working in evangelism and church planting ministry. In 1999, more than a hundred
preaching points were established in China. The tradition goes on. Our short-term
mission teams and Every Creature Crusade teams emphasize both intercession and
missions.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the proposed research is to evaluate the problems, hindrances, and
difficulties of adopting the practice of intercessory prayer for missions by short-term
mission participants ofHong Kong Evangelical Church. Proposed strategies for the
improvement of intercessory prayer for missions were recommended.
Research Questions
1 . What are the difficulties that hinder involvement of short-term mission
participants in their practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
2. What are the factors that motivate the short-term mission participants in
their practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
3. What are the strategies most useful to help short-term mission participants
adopt the practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
Definition of Terms
"Every Creature Crusade" (ECC) was the evangelism and church planting ministry
started by Charles Cowman and his coworkers in 191 1 in Japan. The strategy was to
distribute gospel tracts and Scripture portions to every home in Japan. The crusade
worked on a door-to-door evangelistic campaign. The teams strongly emphasized
intercessory prayer and the mission to reach every person in Japan. They were able to
reach most of the homes of Japan with the gospel by 1918. As a result, about four
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hundred churches were established (OMS International, ECC Multiplying 1-2). This is
the major ministry ofOMS in global missions. The mission statement of Every Creature
Crusade is "biblically based team ministry ofOMS, founded by Charles Cowman,
committed to the establishment of Spirit led churches, through evangelism and
discipleship" (OMS International, Every Creature 1). The first strategy used to achieve
the goal is intercessory prayer. Other strategies are "personal and group evangelism,
personal discipleship, bringing new believers together to form new congregations and
shepherding by ECC International teams" (2).
"Short-Term missions" were the missions projects mainly organized by the
Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church. For other countries or
organizations, short-term missions participants may take as long as two years to work on
their missionary projects. In our context, the participants of short-term missions usually
undertook the mission trip from four to twelve days. The short-term missions usually
comprised ofpre-trip training including understanding ofworld missions and particular
individual mission fields, intercessory prayer, evangelism, team building, the practice of
evangelism, and intercessory prayer, as well as particulars concerning the preparation for
the trips. The size of the teams ranged from twelve to thirty. In general, the program
included morning and evening devotional/worship, prayer meetings, prayer walking,
debriefmgs, evangelistic activities, visitation, caring to missionaries and the national
pastors/church members, cultural exposures, group sharing, group projects, house and
church worship, and social services. After the mission trips, debriefmgs and reunion
sessions were arranged for consolidation of their involvement in missions and future
commitment ofmission participation such as continual intercession for the missionaries
and mission fields.
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"Intercessory prayer for missions" is the prayer ministry in which Christians or
churches participate in intercessory prayers for the missionaries, pray for the needs of
individual mission fields and the national churches, and related prayer ministry. The
intercessors in this study were mainly the participants of the short-term missions of the
Hong Kong Evangelical Church.
Context of the Study
The context of study is in the denomination of the Hong Kong Evangelical
Church, which has seventeen congregations in Hong Kong, China. The denomination was
started by OMS in 1953. Mrs. Florence Munroe, a former missionary in Canton, China,
started the work (Backer 7). In 1983, the denomination was officially registered in Hong
Kong as an independent denomination (Hong Kong Evangelical Church, 40th Anniversary
28). With the support ofOMS, all of the seventeen congregations of the denomination
were either started by or worked as partners with the mission. Charles Cowman started the
evangelistic work in Tokyo, Japan with Ernest Kilbourne and Juji Nakada in 1901 (Backer
7). Cowman was both a dynamic evangelist and a prevailing intercessor for world
missions. He started the ECC teams in Japan to evangelize all the Japanese families from
191 1 to 1918 (OMS International, ECC Multiplying 1-2). The tradition ofOMS had
influenced the local denomination to be involved in world missions. In 1988 as a joint
venture with OMS, ECC ministry, and the Hong Kong Evangelical Church, a mission
church in Macau was pioneered. The new church had problems getting a steady pastor
until 1989. 1 (a Hong Kong-born Canadian) was appointed the missionary pastor of the
new church. I also served as the ECC team leader ofMacau.
From 1988 until the present, short-term mission teams from the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church have been organized to launch evangelistic ministry in Macau. Since
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1989 I was the main organizer and trainer for the short-term mission teams. On the
average each year, more than twenty volunteers have been involved in these short-term
mission trips to Macau. These volunteers have been quite highly motivated in their
mission involvement. Some of them became pastors and leaders of their local
congregations. Others continued to participate in other short-term mission teams to the
Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, and London. Because of the need to provide support for
missionaries and the future fields, the Missions Department was established in 1988. In
1989, Ruth Tang of Yan Yue Evangelical Church (also a pastor of Zion Evangelical
Church) was sent to the mission field of the Philippines as a career missionary. From 1990
to 1992, Kam-Won Mak (a member ofGrace Evangelical Church) was sent to Thailand as
a missionary. Due to health problems, she was released from her appointment as
missionary (Hong Kong, Introducing 7). She then served for a period of time in another
denomination. Then, in October 1994, 1 was transferred to Hong Kong to serve as the
Missions Director of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church. From then on each year I have
been responsible for organizing and training volunteers to be involved in evangelistic
missions in the Philippines, Taiwan, England, and Macau.
The committee members of the Missions Department had a vision to support
missionary work in Europe; therefore, we began to support selected missionaries in
Europe beginning in January 2000. The missionaries include Cho-Wing Leung and his
family (outreaching the Chinese communities in Europe with gospel newspaper and
media), Mee-Kee Poon (evangelist to the Hebrew communities in England), and Randy
Marshall (OMS missionary and ECC Coordinator ofRussia). In order to reach out to the
Chinese community in London, England, I organized and trained a short-term mission
team to London in October 2000. The team not only aimed to evangelize the Chinese
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communities in London, it also planned to visit the missionaries in London in order to
pray for them.
In all of the short-term mission ministries, prayer, especially intercessory prayer,
was emphasized. Intercessory prayer for missions is an effective means to support
missionaries when they are involved in spiritual warfare on the mission field.
Intercessory prayer is also one of the powerful spiritual tools for evangelism, church
growth, and revival. In the past eleven years, hundreds of these volunteer short-term
mission participants have been involved in missions. Some of them continue to be
intercessors for missions; others are fully aware of the significance of intercession for
missions but they cannot sustain a regular prayer life. Only a fraction of these participants
still keep on praying for missions on a regular basis. Hence, as the Director ofMissions
for six years, I am responsible to help these former participants to carry on their practice
in prayer. The contributing factors for the reduction ofprayer level or discontinuance of
prayer seems related busyness in the tense, urban setting ofHong Kong. One of the key
purposes of this study is to find out what are the other difficulties and hindrances to
intercessory prayer. Having discovered the problems, hindrances, and difficulties,
appropriate strategies were developed to help short-term mission participants and others
make improvement in their prayer ministry.
Methodology
The research project was a descriptive study using a qualitative survey to evaluate
problems in the practice of intercessory prayer for missions. The subjects were short-
term-mission participants of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church from 1991 to 2000. The
population was two hundred. Standardized questions were designed to interview the
short-term mission participants. Among the population of two hundred short-term
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mission participants, thirty short-term mission participants were randomly selected for
personal interviews. The purpose was to find out the problems, hindrances, and
difficulties the participants may have in practicing intercessory prayer for missions. From
the data of the interviews, strategies were proposed for the improvement of intercessory
prayer for missions.
Population and Sample
According to the official statistical report of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church,
the number of the average attendance of adults for Sunday worship services of all
seventeen congregations in 1999 was 1,646 (Hong Kong Evangelical Church, Statistical
Report 1 1). According to the records of the Missions Departments of the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church, two hundred participated in short-term missions from 1991-2000.
These records were listed in the short-term mission handbooks and the files of the
Missions Department; therefore, the population of the study was two hundred (Yip 1-10).
Random sampling was adopted for the study. The subjects for personal interview were
thirty (15 percent of the population of short-term mission participants). At first, forty
subjects were randomly selected, and, among them, thirty were arranged for actual
interviews.
Instrumentation and Data Collection
In the research, standardized questions were designed and pilot tested. The
standardized, open-ended questions for interviews were researcher designed. All
questions and interviews were conducted in Chinese. The spoken language was
Cantonese. The questions were designed according to the situation and context ofHong
Kong. A pilot test of the standardized questions for the interviews was done prior to the
actual interviews. In order to reduce interviewer bias, the interviews for the thirty
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subjects were done by four interviewers. Three interviewers were trained by me to
interview some of the subjects. The interviews were recorded by a tape recorder. The
recorded interviews were transcribed, summarized, and analyzed.
Delimitation and Generalizabilty
In the study, the subjects for interview were participants in short-term missions of
the Hong Kong Evangelical Church from 1991 to 2000. The fields for short-term mission
were limited to Macau, the Philippines, Taiwan, and London. Moreover, some of the
church members of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church also participated in short-term
missions in China. The evaluation of the practice of intercessory prayer for missions was
limited to the participants who had been involved in short-term missions in the above-
mentioned mission fields; however, because the number of these participants for a
random sampling represent more than 10 percent of the population of the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church and the population of the participants belongs to all seventeen
congregations of the denomination, generalizability is reasonable for the research.
Overview
Chapter 2 of this dissertation consists of the literature reviews on the
biblical/theological foundation of the ministry of intercessory prayer practiced by the
Holy Trinity, the Old Testament intercessors, and the New Testament intercessors.
Intercession in Christian history and tradition, with special reference to OMS and related
denominations, were included. The ministry of intercessory prayer in relation to spiritual
warfare, evangelism, church growth, revival, the trend of current global prayer
movement, and short-term missions were discussed. The problems, hindrances, and
difficulties in the practice ofprayer, intercession in particular, were discussed. In light of
the international expertise of intercessory prayer for missions, strategies for intercession
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for world missions are treated. Moreover, research methodology and design were
included.
Chapter 3 elaborates on the details of the research project and its design,
methodology, instrumentation, evaluation, as well as data analysis for the study.
Chapter 4 presents the findings of the qualitative research on the personal interviews of
the short-term mission participants. Chapter 5 summarizes the findings and presents my
proposed strategies for intercessory prayer for missions. Finally, a conclusion and further
recommendations as well as suggestions for further study were made.
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CHAPTER 2
PRECEDENTS IN THE LITERATURE
In light of Thomas Oden's method ofpastoral theology (11), the development and
treatment of the following literature review are mainly based on Scripture, Christian
tradition, reason, and experience. The literature review includes the theological/biblical
foundation of intercessory prayer for missions, intercession in Christian history and
tradition, intensity and dynamics of intercessory prayer, intercessory prayer and spiritual
warfare, intercessory prayer in evangelism and church growth, intercessory prayer for
revival, intercessory prayer and short-term missions, methodology and strategy for
intercessory prayer for missions, problems, hindrances, and difficulties of intercessory
prayer, and research design methods.
Biblical/Theological Foundations of Intercessory Prayer
When I began my missionary work in Macau in 1989, 1 began to realize the need
of intercessory prayer for missions. Nonetheless, until I met Wesley Duewel in 1996 and
read his books, I was unaware that the triune God initiates prayer for the evangelization
of the whole world. God delights for us to intercede with him to win the people of this
world. The prophets and the priests in the Old Testament were faithful in intercessory
prayer for their people and even for the Gentiles. The apostle Paul was a prominent
intercessor for world missions. Following the examples of Jesus Christ and the apostles,
the early Christian Church had succeeded the apostolic ministry with empowered
intercessory prayer. Church growth movements and revival movements are fueled by
fervent intercessory prayer around the world. We are motivated to intercede not just
because we have seen a great harvest somewhere in this world but also because God
himself is leading us to pray.
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Intercessory Prayer and the Trinity
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are active in the ministry of
intercessory prayer. Greek-English lexicons and commentaries refer to entynchanein as
"to intercede for" (Arndt and Gingrich 270). Donald Guthrie comments that the word for
intercession (entynchanein) in Hebrews 7:25b only occurs in the epistle of Hebrews and
that the function of Jesus the High Priest is to plead for our cause. Christ's intercessory
ministry shows his present activity for his people and is a direct continuation of his
earthly ministry. The function of this ministry is more effective than Aaron or any of his
descendents (167). Moreover, Romans 8:34 elaborates more on Christ's intercessory
ministry in his universal dominion (Hodge 289-290). Christ not only sits at the right hand
ofGod (see Ps.ll0:l; Eph. 1:20; Rev. 3:21; Heb. 1:3) sharing the throne with God the
Father with universal dominion, but he always intercedes for his believers. Notice that
entynchanei (intercedes) is in gnomic present. Christ serves as our advocate who pleads
our cause before God, presenting those considerations that secure for us pardon and the
continued supply of divine grace (Rom. 8:26; Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 John 2:1). He is our
patron, in the Roman sense of the word�one who undertakes our case. He is our
advocate whom the Father always hears (289-290).
Winger studied the Christological intercessory prayer model in John 17. He
observed that Christ's major intercessory prayer had three foci: for the glory of the
Father, for the sake of the believers, and for the sake of the world. These three should
also be the major targets of the Church. The intercession ofChrist for believers ranges
from spirituality to missions. His intercession for the world "focuses on the world coming
into faith through the life-transforming testimony of the disciples" (98). Winger states
that Jesus' prayer model of intercession should be the prayer model for the Church (98).
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The distinctive role of the Holy Spirit in intercessory ministry is that the Spirit
intercedes from within the lives of Spirit-filled believers. Christ, on the other hand,
intercedes in heaven at the right hand of God the Father. The Spirit is "another advocate"
sent by God the Father to be with believers (Bruce 50; see John 14:16). Bruce comments
that "with groanings which cannot be uttered" covers the longings and aspirations
emerging from the spiritual depths and cannot be limited by the confines of everyday
words. In such prayer, God the Father instantly reads the mind of the Spirit (175). The
terms "pray in the spirit" (Eph. 6:18) and "the Spirit himself intercedes for us" (Rom.
8:26) are related. When Christians pray "in the spirit," the Spirit himself intercedes on
their behalf (174). In addition, Jesus always lives to pray (Heb.7:24-25), and he also lives
to intercede. Duewel affirms that Jesus reigns by interceding (Touch 40). God the Father
commands Jesus to ask for the nations, and the nations will be given as inheritance and
possessions (Ps. 2:7-8). The Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) and his last request to
the Church is to go to the nations and make disciples. Because Jesus commands his
disciples to follow his example, one of the priorities he places on every Christian is to
intercede for world evangelization (Touch 41). We are also responsible to teach other
disciples to intercede for world missions. Thus a prayer movement around the world can
be the power generator for global evangelization, revival, and church growth.
We become prayer partners of Jesus the Royal Intercessor and Giver ofBlessings
when we pray for the nations. Because we are already seated with Christ in the heavenly
realms (Eph. 2:6b), we are actually sharing Christ's throne by interceding (Duewel,
Touch 42). This is the privilege we cannot afford to miss; furthermore, our intercession is
in partnership with the suffering Christ. Oswald Chambers said, "The royal way in which
we partake in Christ's sufferings is in intercession for others" (qtd. in Seamands). Indeed,
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intercession requires suffering and sacrifice for the Lord. Sharing the interactive life with
Jesus, is part of discipleship.
Intercessors in the Old Testament
In the Old Testament, Yahweh was searching for intercessors for the sake of the
lost, not only Israel but the lost of other nations as well. "He saw that there was no one,
he was appalled that there was no one to intercede" (Isa. 59: 16a). Abraham, the patriarch
of Israelites, was a faithful intercessor. He interceded for Sodom, and as a result, his
nephew Lot was delivered from the destruction of the city (Gen. 18:16-33). Steve
Seamands states, "When we intercede, God intervenes." Nonetheless, Elliston and
Kauffman regard this event as Abraham's failure to plead for the cities of Sodom and
Gommorrah. They raise several questions: Was this a test of Abraham's faith in terms of
cities? Was God willing to go as far as Abraham's intercession? Does God today only go
as far as our intercession? They argue that Ezra led Jerusalem and Israel into profound
spiritual revival. Priests could, and often did, play a mediational as well as an
instrumental role (106). In response to their questions, I think Abraham, the father of
faith and the patriarchal missionary, had faithfully fulfilled his role as a priestly
intercessor for the cities. Yahweh had already listened to his prayer. God is sovereign,
and therefore he has his own right to determine how to respond to Abraham's
intercession. At least Lot was delivered from the wrath ofGod. In God's sight, ministry
success is not just determined by outward achievements but also mainly determined by
one's faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2) and obedience to God.
Elliston and Kauffman place stress upon the impact ofEzra's ministry of the Word
ofGod. Teaching on the Scripture and on intercessory prayer can develop leaders for
effective ministry. In fact, Ezra's ministry became instrumental to the revival of Israel;
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moreover, some Psalms, such as Psalm 67, plead for the blessings of Israel and the
blessings of all nations to the end of the world. King Solomon also offered a priestly
prayer during the dedication ceremony of the temple (2 Chron. 6:32-33). He interceded
for the Gentiles.
Samuel, the well-recognized Old Testament prophet, committed himself for
continuous priestly intercession for Israel: "As for me, far be it from me that I should sin
against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and
right" (1 Sam. 12:23). Samuel, like Abraham and Jesus, is faithful and obedient to God's
call to priesthood intercession. Elmer Towns commends Samuel's fast and prayer for
uniting the nation by bringing revival to the people of Israel (63). Interceding for revival
of the nations and for world evangelization are in God's will. In short, the Pentateuch, the
books ofhistory, ofwisdom, and of the prophets in the Old Testament, contain
missionary intercessory prayers. This is consistent with the New Testament teaching and
practice on the emphasis of intercessory prayer for all peoples of the world.
Intercessors in the New Testament
The apostle Paul was a great missionary as well as a great intercessor. Paul's
epistles are filled with examples of intercessory prayer. Like Jesus, he loved to intercede.
Perhaps his commitment to the discipline of intercession is one of the keys to his success
in ministry. Paul took on his role as a loyal priest who interceded for others. As a disciple
ofChrist, he faithfully followed Christ's example as an intercessor. He submitted to
God's will to pray unceasingly (1 Thess. 5:17). He interceded for others sacrificially and
unselfishly. Paul consistently sustained his partnership and communion with Christ the
powerful intercessor who sits at the right hand ofGod the Father. He also joined hand-in-
hand with the Holy Spirit the divine intercessor. In his epistle to the Ephesians, he wrote,
Kwan 23
"For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayer."
(Eph. 1:15-16). "Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and
supply what is lacking in your faith. ... May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be
blameless and holy in the presence of our God" (1 Thess. 3:10-13). Oswald Sanders
remarks, "A great portion of Paul's prayers dealt with intercessions�the presentation of
the personal needs of others at the throne of grace. This is the unselfish side ofprayer.
Paul was continuously praying for his converts and churches" (89). The secret ofPaul's
spiritual leadership is his ability in unceasing prayer as his primary channel for the
implementation of divine power (90). Paul's teaching and practice of unceasing prayer
are our example of leadership. "Night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers"
(2 Tim. 1 :3). E. M. Bounds affirms the top priority of spiritual leadership to prayer, in
particular intercession:
The apostles laid themselves out in prayer that their saints might be
perfect. ... Paul did not rely on his apostolic preaching to secure this end,
but for this cause he bowed his knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Intercession in the Spirit
Paul, the powerful prayer warrior, was often Spirit led to intercede for individuals,
pastors and believers, national leaders, nations, and peoples. He also interceded against
powers and principalities. Paul urges the Ephesians to pray and to intercede in the Spirit.
"Pray in the spirit on all occasions with all kinds ofprayers and requests. With this in
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints" (Eph. 6:18). In the context of
spiritual warfare, Paul exhorted the Ephesians to employ intercessory prayer as a spiritual
weapon to win the battle. Gordon Fee regards "praying in the Spirit" as "Spirit weapons"
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besides the message of the gospel (148). He adds, "Prayer in the Spirit does not make
demand upon God (though our prayers often do), but humbly waits and listens to
God�and trust God the Holy Spirit to intercede for us in keeping with God's own will
and pleasure" (149). When my prayer tends to be routine and mechanical, the discipline
ofpraying in the Spirit is indeed a challenge to me. Learning from the experienced
intercessors and from my missionary experiences, I affirm that praying in the Spirit is
powerful and effective.
Arthur Wallis states that we may facilitate the Spirit's intercession in us by our
cooperation with him. We are then the "vehicle ofHis praying" (21). He remarks, "The
life truly possessed by the Holy Spirit is the indispensable channel of the Spirit
intercession" (21). The Holy Spirit and our spirits are joint witnesses of the cry that
comes from within us (see Rom. 8:15-16; Acts 32:4). Thus the Spirit and our spirits are
interactive in the ministry of intercession. Wallis differentiates between "praying in the
Spirit and " praying with the Spirit" with emphasis on the former (23-26). He prefers to
pray in the Spirit rather than with the Spirit. The latter means "praying in tongues" (24).
Fee, however, refers to "inarticulate groaning" (Rom. 8:26-27) as more likely to be the
Holy Spirit interceding for us than speaking in tongues (148). I think Wallis is more
correct to exhort us to intercede in the Spirit where "the Holy Spirit inspires, guides,
energizes and sustains the praying" (26). Praying in the Spirit safeguards praying
according to the will ofGod and receiving the empowerment from the Spirit.
Intercession in Christian History and Tradition
The history of intercession began in the Old Testament. Abraham interceded for
Sodom (Gen. 18:22-23). Moses interceded and mediated in many instances (Exod., Lev.,
Num., and Deut), and Elijah also interceded (1 Kings). In the New Testament, Jesus
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frequently interceded, and he also interceded with his disciples. After Pentecost, the early
Church became one of intercession. Peter, James, and Paul were known as intercessors.
Epaphras, Paul's coworker in Rome, was a devoted intercessor for the Colossian church.
Ahonen remarks that prayer is "indispensable and decisive" in mission growth and
that mission agencies were founded by prevailing prayer (117). The Moravian
community experienced a great spiritual revival since 1 3 August 1 727 that they started
the "Hourly Intercession," a prayer rally for missions (117-118). Herrhut, a small village,
became the center for missions. The community sent out more than one hundred
missionaries in twenty-five years (118).
Intercession and missions are working together for the advancement ofGod's
kingdom. The early Protestant mission societies movement was started in Britain. The
Baptist Missionary Society, the first British missionary society, was established on 2
October 1792 (Lyrene 103). Lyrene states that "the specific design of the missionary
undertaking came from the mind and heart ofWilliam Carey. But the original impulse
began with the meetings for the prayer and conference established in 1784" (103). The
prayerministry for missions was initiated in 1784 by John SutcliffofOlney, who read the
book "An Humble Attempt" written by Jonathan Edwards (Lyrene 103-104). Afterwards,
William Carey urged prayer support for overseas missions. As a result of "earnest prayer
for an outpouring of God's Spirit and for the advancement ofGod's kingdom" that
Baptist Missionary Society was established (Lyrene 105). With the same atmosphere of
earnest prayer, the London Missionary Society was founded in 1795.
American foreign missions were also propelled by prayer initiatives. Samuel
Mills, a student of fervent prayer for missions, started a prayer group for missions near
the campus ofWilliam College in August 1806. Consequently, a mission society called
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"The Brethren" was formed (Lyrene 109). This was the beginning of the American
overseas missions. With this student prayer movement, the American Board of
Commissions for Foreign Missions was established in June 1810(110).
Hudson Taylor, who was born in a Methodist family, founded the Inland China
Mission in 1865 (Fiedler 35). Believing in the ministry ofprayer in missions in China, he
devoted himself in intercession for China. As an example of a man of prayer, he also
motivated his coworkers to pray for missions and the provision ofworkers and resources
through prayer. In his missionary journey, he recalled
Months of earnest prayer and not a few abortive efforts had resulted in a
deep conviction that a special agency was essential for the evangelization
of Inland China. At this time I had not only the daily help ofprayer, . . .
spent many days in prayerful deliberation.. . . I had no doubt that, ifprayed
for workers, "in the name" of the Lord Jesus Christ, they would be given
to me. I had no doubt that in answer to such prayer, the means for our
going forth would be provided, and that doors would be opened before us
in unreached parts of the Empire (Winter B-103)
Taylor prayed for every mission station and every missionary by name. He also
prayed for every particular need and circumstances in the mission field (Duewel, Ablaze
232-233). He set a good example for the missionaries as well as other believers in the
following generations.
Charles Cowman, a Methodist lay evangelist and the founder of the Oriental
Missionary Society, interceded for the evangelization ofChina for many years ofhis life.
In the last six years of his life, he was suffering from severe heart disease; nonetheless, he
spent hours everyday interceding for China. He hung the map ofChina on the wall and
prayed for individual provinces, counties, cities, towns, and villages in China. He
interceded for the salvation of the souls in China. His wife, Letttie Cowman wrote,
A map ofChina hung on his study wall, but it also hung in his
heart and he would take province after province, wall cities,
destitute districts, villages and hamlet, and pray believingly for
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them. He was dealing with God for these places and people. Hours
and hours were spent in praying for China's millions and a
foundation was being laid for the new work in prayers and tears. . ..
Added to his prayers were faith and works and although unable to
walk across the floor he would sit for hours dictating letters to
prayer-partners, urging them to lay hold of the promises ofGod for
the speedy evangelization ofChina. ... Like the devout Xavier, he
prayed with unsatisfied longing, "Still more, O Lord, still more!"
The time did not seem propitious as China was war-torn, yet the
urge of Jehovah was Forward. (362-363)
Cowman had set an excellent example for us to follow. God has raised
many intercessors and evangelists for OMS and the related churches around the
world. Cowman's hearty prayer and the intercessions ofmany had not been in
vain. According to the statistics, from 1 February 1999 to 31 January 2000, 150
new congregations were established in China (OMS International, Every Creature
26).
Duewel, an OMS missionary who served India for more than twenty-five
years, mobilized more than one thousand prayer partners interceding for India for
at least fifteen minutes a day. As a result, the missionary work and the national
church experienced fruitful results (Touch 212-213).
David Graffenberger, the International Director ofECC, firmly believes that
intercession for both national and international evangelistic ministry has a high priority.
On the occasion of the celebration of the India ECC Silver Jubilee and the establishment
of the one thousandth church of the Evangelical Church of India, he reported,
The number of teams increased each year and Rev. A. Selvaraj, India ECC
Coordinator, and Rev. D. Chellapa visited Korea in March 1991 to witness
the ECC orientation in that country in order to enhance the orientation in
India. An additional benefit of that visit was a vision to increase emphasis
in India, through the teams, the ECI pastors and lay people. This emphasis
initiated by Rev. A. Salvaraj saw the results of the ministry increase from
800 persons making decisions to follow Christ per year to 5000. In August
1992 Rev. D. Chellappa became the India ECC Coordinator. He has
continued to enhance the prayer emphasis. Now there is an ECC/ECI
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prayer coordinator for Tamilnadu and the number of decisions continue to
increase. In 1995-6,000 decisions and in 1996-31,900. The teams have
increased also, but not in comparison to the harvest of spiritual fruit, (qtd.
in Chellappa, Every Creature Crusade 7)
In fact, I participated in the celebration of the establishment of the one thousandth
church of the Evangelical Church of India on 18 January 1998. After a baptismal service
ofmore than two thousand believers in the morning, Duewel stood up to affirm with tears
God's promise: "Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy" (Ps. 126:5-6). He
actually saw the fruit of the united intercessory prayer since 1964. The answer to prayer
is the greatest motivation to our discipline of global intercessory prayer. J. B. Crouse, the
president of OMS International and former OMS missionary in Korea, underscored,
"God is calling believers around the world to pray. This is not a task. This is a privilege,
an opportunity, and not a responsibility" (16).
Intensity and Dynamics of Intercessory Prayer
The Scripture tells of a number of intercessors who wept, mourned, and/or fasted
for the repentance of sins and for the salvation of the Jews as well as of the Gentiles.
Some good examples are Ezra for the sins of his people (Ezra 10:1), Nehemiah for the
needs of Jerusalem (Neh. 1 :4), Daniel for his problematic nation (Dan. 10:2-3), and Jesus
for Jerusalem (Luke 13:34). Paul prayed for the unsaved Jews (Rom. 9:2-4) and for the
Ephesians when he was in the mission field (Acts 20:31). The Lord's Prayer in Matthew
6:10, "Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven," expresses
God's urge for his children to intercede for the advancement of the kingdom ofGod on
earth. Chamberlain pointed out that the Lord's Prayer has seven aorist imperatives. These
imperatives usually have a note of urgency. He refers to Moulton's comment that the
imperative is seldom used in the petition to human beings as recorded in the papyri, but
Jesus applied the imperatives in the most urgent form ofprayer (86-87).
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Andrew Murray affirms, "Intercession is to be the greatest link between heaven
and earth" (56). God's will be done on earth as it is in heaven can be fulfilled by
intercessory prayer (56-57). Bonnke emphasizes intercession with fervency and strong
crying to God. He says, "Intercession is a passionate and vigorous activity, far removed
from the recital ofmere religious routine" (258). Duewel learned to be a faithful
intercessor from his mother. He shared with me several times that his mother interceded
for China with tears on a daily basis. After her son felt the call to be a missionary to
India, she began to intercede for India (Personal interview). Duewel observes that seven
levels of intensity in prevailing prayer are found in the Scripture. They are asking (John
14:14), seeking (Ps. 1 19:2), knocking (Matt. 7:7-8), fasting (Matt. 9:15), praying with a
burden (1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 1 :6), wresting in prayer (Luke 22:44; Col. 4:12), and praying in
warfare (Eph. 6:18-20) (Mighty 171-262). Fasting enhances the power of intercession. He
quotes John Wesley's statement, "The man who never fasts is no more in the way to
heaven than the man who never prays" (180). Moreover, Duewel believes that fasting can
strengthen prayer in the following ways: (1) Fasting deepens humility (Ezra 8:21); (2)
Fasting can deepen hunger for God to work; (3) Fasting intensifies prayer concentration;
(4) Fasting solidifies determination; (5) Fasting opens us more fully to the Spirit's
working; and, (6) Fasting fires earnestness and zeal (John 2:17) (187-190).
Murray believes that the dynamics of intercession originate from confidence of
God's working on us, the "assurance ofHis intimate love and presence as we make
intercession" (qtd. in Foster and Griffin 272). Moreover, he affirms that the best
motivation for prayer is our motive to glorify God. He says,
"For the sake ofGod's glory, let us learn to pray well. ... Only the deep,
intense self-sacrifice that gives up his own glory and seeks the glory of
God wakens in the soul that spiritual susceptibility to Divine faith. ... Only
he who seeks God's glory will see it in the answer to his prayer" (273).
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Joyce Huggett underscores the inward discipline of contemplation in the practice
of intercessory prayer for the world. The dynamics ofprayer start with staying in the
presence ofChrist in quietness, receiving his love, and yearning for him in our heart.
Then we become filled with Jesus' spirit until our heart becomes close to his;
consequently, we intercede for the world with deep compassion. She states, "We draw so
close to his heart that we sense the concern for the world, and from our contemplation
flows intercession as we catch his compassion for a hurting world" (qtd. in Foster and
Griffin 13-14).
I know a number ofKorean missionaries and believers who fast and intercede for
global missions on a regular basis. Some of them have even fasted for forty days. Towns
relates fasting and intercession to revival. He ascribes Jonathan Edward's leadership in
revival in early eighteenth century New England to his fasting for twenty-four hours. The
Great Awakening and the prayer revival in 1859 were the results of united fasting and
praying (61). Intercession for world evangelization and global revival are God's will.
Jesus' prayer on the Mount ofOlives was so intense and earnest that "his sweat was like
blood falling to the ground" (Luke 22:44b). Bounds states, "There are tears that are only
the surface slush on the iceberg. But there are tears that are as blood from the heart" (qtd.
in Erny 4 Sept.).
The dynamic of intercessory prayer originates from the Holy Spirit. When we are
filled with or anointed by the Holy Spirit, we will develop the spiritual dynamics of
intercessory prayer. In addition to the dynamics of the Holy Spirit, other dynamics of
intercession are available (Duewel, Mighty 64-170). First is the dynamic of desire: "Holy
desire is a holy power that energizes prayer" (67). The deeper we desire to see God
answer our prayer, the deeper our hunger to pray. This is a holy motivation (67-68) (see
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Ps. 10:17; Rom. 9:1-4). Murray notes, "Desire is the soul of prayer, and the cause of
insufficient or unsuccessful prayer is very much to be found in the lack or feebleness of
desire" (qtd. in Duewel, Mighty 69).
Second is the dynamic of fervency: Fervency relates to passion and zeal, and it is
born in love (e.g., 1 Sam. 7:8; Jas. 5:17). We need our eyes to see the needs of the world
and a burning heart with love to pray for the salvation of the lost. Third is the dynamic of
importunity: importunity is comprised of immense boldness, urgency, pressing our
requests, claims, and demands to the very limit (e.g., Isa. 62:6-7; Luke 22:44).
Importunate intercessions are prayers with urgent boldness and persistence until God
answers our requests. Duewel identifies some of our problems: "Laxity in prayer, timidity
in intercession, and weakness in importunity are fatal to mighty prevailing prayer" (84). I
have always admired George Mueller, who was an importunate intercessor for the lost.
He is my example ofpraying for the unsaved extended family members, relatives, and
friends. Fourth is the dynamics of faith: Our faith in God ensures us of spiritual victory in
intercessory prayer (e.g., 1 John 5:4). Prayer is a work of faith (94).
Fifth is the dynamic of united prayer: God empowers our intercession through
united prayer ofChristian communities. When believers engage in united prayer, the
spirit of prayer is deepened, love ofbrethren and unity are intensified, faith is
strengthened, and spiritual power is multiplied (Duewel, Mighty 130-133). Edwin Orr
remarks, "No great spiritual awakening has begun anywhere in the world apart from
united prayer�Christians persistently praying for revival" (qtd. in Duewel, Mighty 135).
In addition, joining united prayer with agreeing prayerwill produce a synergistic effect in
intercessory prayer. Sixth is the dynamics ofperseverance in prayer: Intercede until God
answers prayer. Because intercession for the world is a global and long-term business, we
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have to persevere to the very end. George Mueller shared his secret, "It is not enough to
begin to pray, nor to pray aright; nor is it enough to continue for a time to pray; but we
must patiently, believingly, continue in prayer until we obtain an answer" (qtd. in
Duewel, Mighty 149).
Intercessory Prayer and Spiritual Warfare
Intercessory prayer and spiritual warfare are closely related. Duewel, a faithful
prayer warrior, states,
Prayer warfare is for every Christian. ... In the name of Jesus, we must
advance in holy prayer warfare against Satan. The almighty name of Jesus
gives you power to attack any stronghold of Satan (2 Cor. 10:4). Resist
Satan in holy prayer and holy boldness, and he has to run from you (James
4:7). ("Prayer" 10)
Duewel believes that Satan attacks God, hinders his believers, harms and damns
unsaved humanity; nevertheless, Satan can be defeated by angelic warfare and by our
prayer warfare (Touch 205-206). In his prayer seminars and in his writings, Duewel
teaches us how to bind Satan. First, recognize the activities, institution, knowledge,
power, and the manipulation of Satan (1 Cor. 10: 20; Rev. 9:20). Second, recognize the
superiority ofChrist and his hosts (1 John 4:4; 1 Kings 6:16). Third, take action to bind
Satan and his subordinates (Matt. 12: 29; Luke 12:21). Fourth, win the invisible battle in
the name and authority ofChrist (Eph. 3:10; 6:12). Fifth, utilize the mighty weapons of
God�"the name of Jesus," "the blood of Jesus" (1 Cor. 5:7), "the word of God" (Eph.
6:17), "the prayer and command of faith" (Heb. 1 1:33-34; Matt. 17:20; 21:21), and "the
word ofpraise." Sixth, attack Satan with united prayer (Matt. 18:18-19) (Mighty 266-
278). Duewel's prayer seminars and literature are based on the Scripture, the OMS
tradition, and the experience of his own spiritual discipline. The integration of these
elements makes intercessory prayer against spiritual warfare powerful and effectual.
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James Padgett evaluated the contemporary models for effective mobilization of
believers to engage in spiritual warfare intercession. He admits that these models such as
prayer walk, praise march, concert of prayer, prayer journey and expedition, church
prayer room, and joint congregational prayer meetings have been helpful in mobilizing
people for warfare and evangelism intercession (98-102). In the past two years, a joint
prayer movement organized by Campus Crusade ofHong Kong, "Jireh Fund," and other
organizations in Hong Kong have been exerting great impact on the whole region.
Christian Weekly, the official magazine of the Association ofHong Kong Chinese
Christian Churches, reported that more than three thousand people (including the Chief
Executive ofHong Kong) attended the celebration of one million hours of intercession
for Hong Kong ("ChiefExecutive" 1).
Patrick Johnstone, the compiler of "Operation World" for world intercession,
observes two extreme approaches to spiritual warfare, namely, "under-emphasis of the
spiritual nature of the conflict" and "too great a preoccupation with the enemy" (171). He
has attempted to prove that intercession changed history and that intercession won great
harvest ofworld evangelization (172-174). Moreover, he surveyed the "characteristics of
prayer initiatives" in the past twenty years: (1) the intensity ofprayer meetings in Korea
and in Brazil, (2) the militancy of the intercessors resulting in winning spiritual battles in
missions, (3) the variety of expression of prayer�prayer walking, marches for Jesus,
raising hands and lying prostrate, (4) the formation and the development of global
networks of intercession, and (5) specific positive intercessions for specific mission fields
(174).
This review is helpful to understand the prayer movement in the United States and
its impacts around the world. Some of these networks tend to be charismatic and tend to
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be preoccupied with Satanic warfare. The traditional churches in Hong Kong are either
cautious or against this type of prayer movement. Some of the congregations of the Hong
Kong Evangelical Church are quite open to accept this new type ofprayer movement, but
others are not. I attempted to practice prayer walking in some of the short-term-missions
trips in Macau and the Philippines and in Hong Kong. The overall response was good;
however, some participants took some time to adopt this kind of spiritual innovation.
Since the 1980s, Wagner has begun to study spiritual warfare in the area of
"territorial spirit and world missions" ("Territorial Spirits" 179-188). He also studied the
prayer movement for revival and evangelism in Argentina. He concludes that "powerful
intercessory prayer is our chiefweapon of spiritual warfare" ("Spiritual Power" 184).
Moreover, Wagner has been burdened with the practice of "reconciliation walk," in
which he mobilized people to prayer walk in some countries with historical conflicts,
hatred, and warfare ("Healing the Land" 71). Likewise, Kraft emphasized power
encounter in missions, but he would like to make a balance with truth, commitment, and
power encounter (258-265).
James Cheung, president of Alliance Bible Seminary ofHong Kong, questioned
the validity of the current spiritual warfare prayer movement such as the AD 2000 &
Beyond Movement. He was skeptical of the generalizability of the prayer model of
Argentina being applied elsewhere in the world; nevertheless, he agreed that Christians
should pray more for evangelism and for the proclamation of the Lordship ofChrist (2-
3). Further, Chuck Lowe critically evaluated the impact of the strategic level spiritual
warfare (SLSW) on world evangelization. He made his critique from biblical, historical,
and missiological perspectives. He concluded that SLSW is not valid in evidence, not
biblically sound, but only a technique ofpromoting evangelicalism (144-151). The
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diagnosis of Lowe to the problem was critical but reasonable. This is an appropriate
approach to studying the issue. Greenlee warned Christians of the danger of
overemphasis on territorial spirits and evil spirits. He prefers that believers "focus on God
and on the supremacy ofChrist" rather than on "the control over evil spirits" (513-714).
Nonetheless, Padgett disagrees with those who perceive that the strategic level
warfare prayer has an "insufficient biblical basis" and is "too dangerous" (135,153). He
argued that although the Scripture does not explicitly mention verbal confrontation or
binding evil principalities and power, it exhorts believers to resist the devil (Jas 4:7; 1
Pet. 5:9). Jesus has given us authority over all the power of Satan (Luke 10: 19). In
Matthew 28:18, Jesus gave his disciples adequate authority to overcome the demonic
powers. He also taught his disciples to teach their disciples how to overcome and bind
satanic powers. He states, "Believers are to be encouraged that they have been given
authority to do so whenever it is needed" (154-155). He further contends that successful
evangelists like Reinhard Bonnke, Carlos Annacondia, and others having been verbally
binding evil principalities for years. These evangelists are convinced of "the great need
for and value of the practice" (157). After all, the challenge for us in spiritual warfare is
prayerfulness and perseverance in our intercessory prayer. Timothy Warner remarks, "In
a sense it would be correct to say that prayer is not simply a weapon we use; it is the
battle. That is why persevering prayer is so difficult for most of us" (134).
Intercessory Prayer in Evangelism and Church Growth
Some experts exert that intercessory prayer is the one of the chief factors that
enhance evangelism and church growth. Duewel experienced the harvest of evangelism
by intercessory prayer when he was an OMS missionary in India for twenty-five years.
Duewel was one of the founding fathers of the Evangelical Church of India (ECI). He
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strongly believes that the mutual dynamics of intercessory prayer interrelate with
evangelism. He continued praying and saw ECI grow from twenty-five congregations in
1972 to one thousand churches in 1998. He noted, 'Evangelism not upheld by
intercession is only half-evangelism. It is fruitless. Evangelism under-girded, covered,
and saturated by mighty prevailing intercession is powerful, God-anointed, and
fruitful. ... But sooner or later mighty prevailing prayer will be rewarded with abundant
harvest" (qtd. in Sargunam 47). In January 1996, the Evangelical Church of India
launched a prayer crusade in support of the church-planting work of the denomination
and of the ECC teams. The target was to have five thousand prayer partners and 250
prayer cells by 2000. Each prayer cell consists of 10-15 believers meeting once a week to
intercede for the church-planting ministry. The purpose was to support the church-growth
target of establishing one thousand churches by 2000. In 1998, the prayer partners had
grown from 250 to over 2,500 and prayer cells to more than 163 (OMS International
World Intercessors 1-2).
On 18 January 1998, Bishop Sargunam of the Evangelical Church of India led the
celebration of the establishment of the thousandth organized church. After the baptismal
service of 2,215 new converts, Duewel was excited to share how God empowered the
church for the evangelization of India through intercessory prayer. One of the strategies
Duewel teaches is the preparation of the people for salvation by intercession. He
illustrated this by using the example of the Korea Evangelical Holiness Church (founded
by OMS in 1907). On 1 January of a particular year, the denomination called for all the
church members to pray only for five unsaved relatives or friends. They kept on praying
for these people until Good Friday. Then they used the gospel tracts and shared the
gospel with the target people. On Easter Sunday the new converts were to be introduced
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to other church members. That year eleven thousand came to Christ, then fifteen
thousand in another year, which then increased to more than twenty-five thousand in
recent years (Ablaze 201-202).
When I visited the mission fields ofOMS and the work of ECC ministry, I
observed that the discipline of intercessory prayer always has a high priority in
evangelistic ministry. In the process ofwriting the contract for the ECC team leaders, I
put (1) prayer, in particular intercessory prayer, (2) the Scripture, and (3) evangelism as
top priorities for team leaders to practice on a daily basis. The discipline ofprayer and
teaching the team members to do the same are included in the job description.
Intercession and evangelism work together hand in hand for the advancement of global
missions. Bonnke believes that "evangelism without intercession is an explosive without
a detonator. Intercession without evangelism is a detonator without an explosive" (253).
He promotes power evangelism that binds satanic power and "healing by words of
knowledge" in his evangelistic campaigns. Millions of people, mainly Africans, came to
Christ in his evangelistic campaigns (Padgett 167-169).
Padgett has pursued research on the prayer ministry ofYonggi Cho, the founding
pastor ofYoido Full Gospel Church. In preparation for the preaching assignments
overseas, Cho would spend two to five hours praying for the binding of the ruling
principalities of the ministry site until the power of the venue was adequately bound
(170-171). A number of researchers and writers quoted Cho's successful case as the
confirmation of the impact of intercessory prayer to evangelism or church growth (Gunter
67-69; Padgett 169-171; Chong 52-53). Gunter had his case study on the prayerministry
ofYoido Full Gospel Church and interviewed Cho in regard to his prayer life. Among the
six reasons for growth in the largest church in the world, Cho regards the maintenance of
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a steady prayer life as the top reason for church growth (Gunter 68-69). Others include
visions and dreams, clear goals, the power of the Holy Spirit, using Scripture to meet
people's needs, and cell ministry (68). Concerning intercessory prayer, Cho states,
Intercessory prayer is necessary in the fulfillment ofGod's divine will.
This does not mean that God is incapable of bringing His will to pass, but
He has chosen to include us in the realization ofHis will. Therefore, those
who enter the ministry of intercession actually become an integral part of
the fulfillment ofGod's plans and purposes, (qtd. in Gunter 71-72)
Duewel indicates that some intercessions are in the will of God. When in the will of
God, our prayer becomes powerful. These are "always prayers." These prayers include
blessing other people, building Christ's church, church revival, workers in God's harvest
and harvest for evangelistic ministry, salvation ofnon-believers, God's blessing on
nations, as well as binding and defeating Satan (Touch 224-227). These prayer items are
related to evangelism and church growth. Both Duewel and Cho pinpoint intercessory
prayers as our role in fulfilling God's will in terms ofworld evangelization and
evangelistic ministry (Touch 224-227; Gunter 71-72). Van Brenk has done considerable
research on Peter Wagner's work. He shows that Wagner regards prayer as the role of
every Christian, but only a percent of them have a gift ofprayer. He suggests that every
Christian pray for an hour daily, and those who have the gift of intercession can pray for
two to five hours a day (Van Brenk 127-128). Because we are called to serve as priests of
the High Priest, intercession is our role. Intercession is indeed a vital part of our Christian
job description.
In the study of the growth of the world's largest church, Myung described
intercession as the integral part of the worship service ofYoido Full Gospel Church. Not
only does the whole church pray for the leaders but for the evangelization ofKorea and
the whole world as well. They pray for countries like Japan and the United States. The
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church intercedes for America as the leader ofChristianity. Its members have prayed for
the salvation often million souls in Japan by 2000. Cho and his church have a strong
commitment in prayer, particularly in intercession. Three to ten thousand believers have
been continuously fasting and praying for Korea and the whole world. They have seen
awakening and revival in Korea. They are looking forward to seeing revival in the whole
world (Myung 170). Moreover, the church builds up her spiritual dynamics by the
discipline of corporate prayer in unison. The Korean concert ofprayer "Tong-Sung-Kee-
Do" (corporate prayer in loud unison) maximized the unified prayer to move God's hand
to do his will (172). The corporate prayer of the church is phenomenal. The worshippers
of the church spend from one-half to two hours praying together before the worship
services. In addition, many participate in the corporate prayer at the prayer mountain and
in the Friday all-night prayer meetings. Such prayer life is exuberant. A number of them
also fast and pray regularly and intercede according to the guidance of the minister (173-
174).
Intercession has been a major factor in the growth of overseas missions. Many
mission organizations were birthed with prayer meetings or organized prayer ministry.
Johnstone believes that intercession can change the world by the growth ofmissions. He
identifies three turning points in the history ofChristian missions. First is "The Moravian
100-year Chain ofPrayer" in which the Moravians became the first Protestant mission for
world evangelization. The movement ofmissions came out of a day-and-night prayer
vigil in the German Herrnhut community in 1727. The movement indeed lasted for more
than one hundred years; thus, the great mission movement swept Britain and North
America. The gospel was spread with the mighty prayer movement and even touched
John Wesley's heart to be renewed (Rommen 141).
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Second, Hudson Taylor, man of prayer, laid a strong foundation for
evangelizing millions of people in China since the nineteenth century. Communism did
not terminate Christianity in China. The prayer movement of intercession for China has
never ended. Accordingly, in the 1980s millions ofChinese came to Christ. Johnstone
estimates that the total ofProtestant Christians in 1992 was 63 million, and Catholics
were twelve million (141-142). Third, the collapse of the communism in Europe and the
U.S.S.R. led to tremendous church growth in the former Iron Curtain countries.
Johnstone believes that fervent prayer interceding for the opening door of the gospel was
the cause of the church's growth. Since January 1984, Brother Andrew, Director ofOpen
Door, initiated a challenge for the Christian world to pray seven years for communism to
be collapsed (142).
Intercessory Prayer for Revival
Intercessory prayer for revival is practiced in many Christian communities
nowadays. Barrett and Johnson reported statistics of the prayer movement of the
twentieth century: The world had approximately 170 million Christians committed to
intercede for world revival and global evangelization. Twenty million of these people
believed that prayer was their primary ministry. At least ten million prayer groups
focused on interceding for worldwide revival. Globally, about 1,300 prayer mobilization
networks existed (27). David Bryant also reported that the prayer movement has grown in
an unprecedented manner:
1 . The updated statistics in numbers are unparalleled in church history;
2. The breadth of the prayer movement is unprecedented;
3. The strategy of the prayer movement is unprecedented. The prayer networks
are uniting varied groups to intercede for the world revival and evangelization;
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4. The international character of the leadership of the prayer movement is
unprecedented; and,
5. The broad and international vision of the prayer movement is unprecedented
(131-138).
Intercession for revival is one of the typical prayers for missions. The early
Church prior to Pentecost started with strong emphasis on united prayer (Acts 1:14). Thus
revival came and the empowered disciples were scattered to preach the gospel from
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the other parts of the world. Duewel remarks, "Revival
is God visiting in love. God is a redeeming, blessing, reviving God" (Revival Fire 25).
Revival is also the visitation of the Holy Spirit in various churches, cities, communities,
countries, and nations almost simultaneously. Only God coordinates revival (16). He
added, "Revivals are sudden interventions of the sovereign, supernatural working ofGod
in the life and witness of the church. ... They are a messianic foretaste of the final
conquest ofChrist" (Touch 173). Since the days ofHudson Taylor, many people prayed
for the revival ofChina. Many believe that the rapid church growth in China is due to the
consequences ofpraying for the revival ofChina. Intercession for revival may take years
to realize the results, for only God knows when revival will come. Our responsibility is to
intercede for God's intervention. Duewel also studied the Asbury revivals of 1905, 1908,
1915-1916, 1921, 1950, 1958, and 1970. He concluded that these revivals were initiated
by prevailing prayer with emphases on holiness and the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The
result of the revivals would be harvest for evangelism in local churches and overseas
mission. Missionaries were sent out to the mission fields for world evangelization
(Revival Fire 319-351).
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Towns attributes three reasons for the great 1859 revival in the United States.
First, because of interdenominational unity, believers prayed at the nearest church.
Second, revival came through praying not by preaching or by other sources. Third,
revival was initiated by laity. From his perusal of the Scripture, he concludes,
Revival is not an automatic experience. It is something to be desired, and
prayed for. God is the source of revival. It comes from his presence.
Refreshing results are experienced when revival comes. He used the
example of Samuel the prophet to demonstrate that fast and intercession
would result in revival and evangelism. (61-63)
In light of the Scripture and the history of revival, Henry Blackaby described the
pattern of revival as a cycle of seven stages. The first stage is that God saved the fallen
world. He called his people to build a right relationship with him. Thus through this
relationship his people accomplished his work. The second stage is that God's people
deserted him. They used others to replace God's presence, purpose, and way. Third stage
is that God disciplined his people with love in order that they might return to him. The
fourth stage is that God's people cried out to the Lord for help. The fifth stage is that God
called his people to repent and turn back to him; otherwise, they would die. The sixth
stage is that God revived those who had repented and rebuilt a normal relationship with
his people. The seventh stage is that God uplifted his son Jesus Christ to attract many to
follow him (qtd. in Schelafer 11-12). This cycle is in unison with what God spoke to
Solomon. He said, "Ifmy people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven
and will forgive their sins and will heal their land" (2 Chron. 7:14).
Lyrene studied the concert ofprayer of Jonathan Edwards in relation to revivals.
He studied the nine motives for the concert ofprayer proposed by Edwards. First,
believers were joining together to intercede for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the
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advancement of the kingdom ofGod. Second, the fulfillment of God's promise of
awakening and revival for the advancement to God's kingdom is "unspeakably happy" in
his glory. Third, Christ himself also "prayed, labored, and suffered" for the happiness and
glory of the fulfillment. Fourth, a multitude of people would be saved in the time of the
reign ofChrist. Fifth, prayer was for the suffering of sinful humanity until the fuller
deliverance would come in "the glorious day." Sixth, the promises of the Scripture would
be fulfilled if God's people indeed faithfully prayed for revival. Seventh, he argued that
Christians should fervently pray for the world because of the turmoil of the world. The
last two reasons or motives were related to unity in prayer and prayer in an ecumenical
spirit (59-71). These motives ofprayer for world revival and world evangelization were
based on Edwards' eschatological approach, which motivated Christians to pray for the
advancement of the kingdom of God. The corporate prayer ofChristians interceding for
great awakening and revival and for evangelization of nations are God's will. The
discussions of intercession for revival and evangelization in China, India, Korea, and the
United States have demonstrated the role ofprayer in these movements.
Intercessory Prayer and Short-Term Missions
Short-term missions participation is regarded as one of the means for motivating
the practice ofprayer for missions. The survey undertaken by Short-Term Evangelical
Mission Ministries (STEM Ministries) revealed that after the missions, the participants
had doubled their gifts and prayer for missions (Wilson 42). David Forward said, "Short-
term mission work gives us the opportunities to grow in our faith and break down the
barriers that separate God's people of differing cultures" (37).
Men for Missions International (MFMI) is the subdivision ofOMS for organizing
overseas short-term missions around the world. In the past, I had received short-term
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mission teams ofMFMI to serve Hong Kong and China. The purpose of some of the
teams was to intercede for some target peoples in Hong Kong or in China. They went to
some of the areas by bikes or trains to pray for the people. While public evangelism is not
allowed in mainland China, they pray for the people secretly. Whenever God opened the
door, they would share the gospel with these people. Sharon Robertson testified of her
short-term mission experience in the intercessory team for the spiritual harvest ofBrazil.
She reported other opportunities beside intercession. A young English teacher was invited
to "practice her English" with them. One of the team members shared the gospel with
her, and she accepted Christ (Robertson 10-11). One of the purposes of short-term
missions is to continue to pray for the missionaries and the national church of the mission
fields. The partnership and networking are significant for the building up of the kingdom
ofGod. Paul wrote to the Philippian church, "I thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy, because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day until now" (Phil. 1 : 3-5). Robertson and her team were
able to function as partners of the church in Brazil. She recorded, "In addition to our
broad prayer goals, we were privileged to pray for the personal requests of our new-found
friends. ... We also worshipped and prayed with small congregations with vision for
growth" (10). Moreover, with new exposure to her short-term missions in Hong Kong,
Powell noted, "Knowing this [the needs of the United Christian College] we can pray
more effectively for the national churches, missionaries, and Christian educators serving
in Hong Kong" (12).
Jim Roger estimated that sixty thousand Americans participated in short-term
missions in 1986. This was ten times the whole number in 1976. He affirms, "God is
developing a short-term mission movement that can encourage, enable, and assist the
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Church in its growth worldwide" (qtd. in Gibson et al. 3). Millham estimated the growth
of the American participants of short-term mission trips might have jumped from 5,764 in
1975 to over ninety thousand in 1990 (44). Yet the dramatic growth in number does not
guarantee quality. Upon intensive research on the design of short-term mission programs,
Millham has come up with some criteria and principles for short-term missions. These
included: selection ofparticipants and trainers with care; providing ownership of training
on a particular key person; focusing on cross-cultural orientation at entry level;
underscoring relationship building; underscoring learning experiences; and, emphasizing
spiritual formation with regular corporate worship and prayer, Bible studies, as well as
personal prayer and sharing. In addition, times of debriefing were built into in the whole
program (88-90). Prevention is better than cure. Good preparation and design of the
short-term projects are good indicators for success in the trips.
Not every mission field welcomes short-term missions, nor does every missionary
think short-term mission is beneficial to him or her. A number of criticisms from the
churches and missionaries about short-term missions surfaced in Macau. I have been
serving the church in Macau since 1989. 1 received and organized more than fifteen
mission teams. Many of the pastors and missionaries in Macau complain that the teams
create problems for the churches by exploiting the unbelievers and church members in
cultural ways that are unsuitable for the church. Hiebert also cautioned that some
"overcontextualized the gospel, especially in the areas such as consumerism and
individualism" (39). Some of the short-term mission participants pressed upon people to
make immature decisions for Christ. Missionaries and ministers would often rather make
use of the time to do their own ministry rather than receiving the teams. I think the main
reason for these complaints is unmatched expectations.
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Andrew Atkins has heard many complaints about short-term mission teams. He
recounted that the team members did not trust "the Jamaicans' ability to plan, coordinate,
organize, and lead" (385). Team members also blame the local people "for everything
that went wrong" (385). Miriam Adeney commented that "prayer, money, and
enthusiasm" should be invested on long-term workers instead of on short-term mission
participants (14). These short-term workers are only supplemental to the long-term
nationals and expatriates; however, she affirms that short-term workers facilitate prayer
support and giving to missions, and they can bring the gospel to some places where the
career missionaries cannot work (14).
Motivation for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Proper motivations are required to help Christians to intercede for missions. The
apostle Paul motivated the Philippian Christians to imitate Christ by depicting Christ's
humility and sacrifice in Philippians 2:5-8 beginning with "Your attitude should be the
same as that ofChrist Jesus." Christian motivation is based on the attitude or motive of
Christ to fulfill what Jesus Christ targeted to achieve in this world. Because Christ is
unceasingly interceding for the Christian communities and the world, many Christians are
moved by the intercessory ministry ofChrist to intercede for world missions.
John Haggai states, "To most effectively motivate people to action-to move them
toward goals ofbeneficial permanence that meet their real needs�you need to understand
people's desires and how to fulfill them" (101). In regard to the principle of
communication for leaders, Haggai suggests that a leader "wants action. He wants to
effect change. The most effective way to do what that is by an appeal to the dominant
desire of the particular audience" (186). Duewel, nevertheless, warns, "Wrong motives
can block any prayer, even if the desire sought is in the will of God" (Mighty 61). In
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addition, he reminds, "Self-generated zeal can cause you unconsciously to pray for what
you desire rather than for what the Spirit desires, or can cause you to misunderstand the
timing" (Mighty 260-261). Duewel remarked that the motivation for his intercession for
world missions came from the imitation of his praying parents. His mother was fervently
praying for China and India daily. In addition, the word ofGod, the needs of the people
in the mission fields, and the urge to intercede for the world for global evangelization
before the judgement day are other motivations for him to intercede for missions
(Personal interview).
Chuck Long, on the other hand, states that the main motivation for him to
intercede for world mission was his loving relationship with Jesus Christ. Graffenberger,
the International Director of ECC and an experienced OMS missionary, stressed that the
command ofGod's word and his "deep concern" ofbillions ofpeople in the world need
salvation and spiritual growth that motivate him to intercede for world missions. Visiting
and meeting praying individuals, churches and countries (like Korea) also motivate
people to intercede.
Lee, a Korean missionary who served China for more than ten years, regards
China missions as part of his life, his responsibility, and his privilege to serve China.
These factors motivate him to intercede in order that he can "keep his heart to China
mission" (Personal interview). Chellappa, the National ECC Coordinator ofEvangelical
Church of India, asserts that his belief in prayer and that prayer brings success to his
ministry are motivation for his continual intercession for missions (Personal interview).
Moreover, because he is a pastor and a leader ofworld missions, Hay Him Chan (a
former General Secretary of the Chinese Coordination Center ofWorld Evangelization)
is motivated to intercede for missions. When he sees the needs and significance of global
Kwan 48
missions, he is motivated to intercede for missions. Kitty Wong, the leader of the
missions department ofYan Ying Evangelical Church, has motivation for intercession for
missions by the testimonies ofmissionaries, her belief in God's answer to prayer, and the
significance of interceding for missions.
Methodology and Strategies for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Scholars and experts in the field of intercessory prayer for missions offer some
suggestions ofhow to intercede for missions. Wilson recommends that we be involved in
world missions by developing effective prayer ministry. He suggests that we maintain a
broad general interest in global missions and then to get deeply involved in praying
regularly for one missionary or a missionary family (4-5). According to his prayer
handbook, he suggests we can intercede for our missionaries in a weekly cycle ofprayer
topics (6-11). Day one is to pray for our missionaries' own relationship to God (feeding
on God's Word, prayer life, filling with the Holy Spirit, maturity and growth in grace and
victory over Satan and the flesh). We can employ some ofPaul's prayers (Col. 1 : 9-12;
Eph. 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Phil. 1:9-11) as our prayers for our missionaries. Day two is to
pray for our missionaries' physical and emotional life (pray for good health, intercede for
adaptation to climate and culture, and pray for deliverance from discouragement,
loneliness, and depression).
Day three is to pray for our missionaries' families (husband/wife relationship,
children's salvation, spiritual growth, education, and health, for missionary life as an
excellent model to nationals and as good witness to the unsaved). Day four is to intercede
for our missionaries' ability to communicate (pray for language study, proficiency in
national language, understanding and proper interpretation of local language and culture,
and the ability to communicate the love ofGod effectively). Day five is to pray for our
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missionaries' ministry (prayer support for his/her ministry in evangelism, church
planting, discipleship training, visitation, preaching, witnessing, healing, praying and so
forth, for boldness, open doors, and prepared hearts as well as fruitfulness).
Day six is for the missionaries' relationships with fellow workers (intercede for
his/her relationship with other missionaries, national evangelists, pastors, and teachers).
Day seven is to pray for the countries of service (mission field). Intercede for the national
and local government, political situation; also pray for visas, continued open doors, and
outreach to cities, villages, and tribes. Moreover, we can pray for the missionaries,
mission fields, or nations when we read the newspaper, watch television, hear a news
broadcast, work on the Internet or in church activities whenever we come across some
information about them. Our prayer can be verbal or silent. We need to be open and
sensitive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit for our intercession. We may intercede with
our prayer partners, with our family members, or with our church members. Like Charles
Cowman, we may put a map of the world in our office, bedroom, beside the television
set, or computer so that we may take any opportunity to intercede for the world.
A few years ago, I visited my spiritual mentor Wesley Duewel. He shared with me
how to pray for others, the missionaries, and the work around the world. He regularly
spends two hours in the evening to intercede. He walks around the corridor of the office
building to pray for the people and for the world. I call this model of intercession
"Duewel' s prayer walking." Duewel recommends that we bless the world by daily
intercession with the following guidelines: (1) Ask God to give us a special concern for at
least two or three nations; (2) Pray for God to bless all missionary evangelism; (3) Pray
for the training in Christian institutions; (4) Pray for the needy areas currently in the
news; (5) Pray for Christians who are being oppressed or opposed for Christ's sake (Heb.
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10:33); (6) Pray for world revival and world harvest (John 10:16); and, (7) Intercede for
the personal and spiritual health and financial needs ofmissionaries, pastors, evangelists,
and other Christian workers in various parts of the world (God's Power 52-53).
From my observation, one of the strategies to motivate himself and others to
intercede for missions is persistently praying for Christian leaders to intercede. He has
been writing books about prayer and revival to encourage people to intercessory prayer.
He also holds seminars to teach others to pray. He is training pastors and lay leaders to
pray. He is consistently praying for those who are actively praying for the world.
Gunter studied the prayer ministry of the Yoido Full Gospel Church of Seoul,
Korea. He even interviewed Yonggi Cho, senior pastor of the church. He also
interviewed other prominent Christian leaders in Korea about the prayerfulness of the
Korean church. Gunter identified three major ways that Cho motivates his huge
congregation to pray. First, Cho serves as the example for his flock. He firmly believes
that the pastor's prayer life should be the model of the praying church in revival. He sets
a standard ofprayer that motivates both the congregation and himself to pray until they
together maintain their prayer life (84). Second, Cho exhorts his congregation concerning
the purposes and benefits ofprayer in order to motivate the church to pray. He teaches his
people with the Scripture and his own experiences of how God blesses him and his
ministry. The principle ofprayer, according to Cho, is "prayer moves the hand of God"
(Gunter 86). He believes that our responsibility is to pray for moving God's hand to make
a difference in our life. This is the major motivation to pray (86-87). The purpose of
prayer, therefore, is to attack Satan and move God's hand to do his work in our ministry
(88).
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Cho's prayer pattern follows the Lord's prayer and the teaching in Luke 11:9
which includes petition, devotion, and intercession. Then he demonstrates his prayer
practice in his personal time. First, he starts personal prayer time between 4:30 and 5:00
in the morning. He begins with praise and thanksgiving for a quantity of time. Second, he
spends much time interceding for the government, his nation, and for protection from
Satan. He also prays for his coworkers in ministry, the missionaries and overseas
ministry, and especially those in Japan and America (Gunter 92).
Third, Cho motivates his church through "establishing a style ofprayer" and
"establishing structure for prayer." (qtd. in Gunter 97). One of the major characteristics of
Korean prayer style is to pray aloud simultaneously. Cho emphasizes this because then
the congregation will concentrate on praying. Persistence in prayer is crucial to the
continuous practice of intercession. Cho motivates his congregation for consistent
intercession by teaching the concept of "the book of remembrance." He teaches that God
is making records of our prayers; therefore, we have to remember that what we have
prayed is not in vain. God keeps track of our prayers and will answer them in his time.
This is an effective motivation for consistent intercession (90-91). In order to safeguard
against self-centered prayers, Cho advises his church members to follow the four
balanced and biblical conditions ofprayer: ask in faith, abide in a normal relationship
with God, be motivated properly, and pray according to the will ofGod (92).
Jack McAlister suggests three prayer plans for consistent intercessory prayer. He
recommends that through prayer the intercessors can travel to different countries for
ministry. He remarks, "Through this extraordinary gift ofprayer, we can visit Tibet in
one moment and Kenya, the next. Distance makes no difference in prayer" (sec. V). First,
"The 24-Hour Plan" for which the intercessors are invited to praying for 210 countries
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each day. (sec. V). This plan of prayer practice "requires much dedication and
concentration" (sec. V). Second, "The 7-Day Plan" requests intercessors praying for
thirty countries each day for seven days a week such that they intercede for 2 1 0 countries
per week (sec. V). Third, "The 30-Day Plan" invites intercessors praying for seven
countries per day, and for thirty days in a month they will intercede for 210 countries
(sec. V). For all these plans, detail information about these countries and the "handy
prayer map" are provided for the intercessors (sec. V).
Moreover, the structure ofprayer can be conducted through cell group meetings in
which the believers participate in Bible study, prayer, and evangelism. In these cell
meetings, the members fervently intercede for the church, the nation, for continual
revival, and pray for world revival. They also intercede for church growth through the
addition ofnew converts (Gunter 96-98).
Benhur Lee and his committee worked out a handbook ofprayer for China and the
world. The handbook was designed for the Chinese churches to intercede for the
provinces ofChina, for fifty-five minority groups in China, and for individuals as well as
churches. The mission statement of The Great Commission ofChina is "evangelize all
nations, make disciples of all believers, build up a spiritual church, and Christianize all
families" (Great Commission 2). This prayermethodology and strategy is to mobilize
believers to intercede corporately. The prayer movement is called Great Commission
Prayer. For each day, pray at 1 :00 p.m. for at least one minute for the Great Commission
intercession (according to the information in the handbook). For each week, participate in
at least one hour of Great Commission group prayer intercession. For each month,
practice at least one day of Great Commission fasting and praying (preferably the first
day of the month). For each year, attend at least one week of Great Commission prayer
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Bible study meeting (2). The church of individual believers can follow one year or forty-
eight weeks of intercession guidelines to conduct intercession for China and the world.
In response to a personal interview on the practice of intercessory prayer for
missions, Lee suggested four strategies. First, "awakening people" to pray for missions is
the first strategy. Many Christians are "local church Christians" or "family Christians"
who only pray for their own church and family. They need to be taught that God loves the
world and all the people, and thus Christians need to be involved in global missions,
including intercession for missions. The church and the pastor need to "intentionally"
explain, preach in worship service, and teach in Bible study, cell group meetings, and
prayer meetings about intercession for missions (Lee, Personal interview).
Second, the church needs to provide prayer guides, prayer manuals, and written
prayer assignments (for example, monthly prayer items) for the congregation to
intercede. The congregation is constantly and intentionally encouraged to intercede for
missions. Good promotion is needed to motivate Christians to intercede (Personal
interview).
Third, implement the practice of short-term missions with prayer walking. Regular
Short-term mission teams are sent to the mission fields to intercede. Prayer walking in the
field praying for "the souls, cities, and areas in spiritual warfare" is motivating people to
pray for missions (Lee, Personal interview).
Fourth, prayer movement can be implemented in local churches. Individual
churches can organize and prepare believers engaging in a continual prayer campaign for
missions, for example, for a month. Prayer information/prayer requests will be provided
for each day of a month. Church members are requested to sign up to pray on individual
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days. Thus individual Christians can focus on their prayer for missions. Consequently, a
continuous prayer movement for missions will be launched (Personal interview).
Recently, David Graffenberger, the Director ofECC International Team, began
establishing a "24 hour prayer chain specifically for ECC" ("24 hr. Prayer Chain." 1). In
light of the successful prayer support for evangelism in Asian countries like Korea and
India, he earnestly mobilizes believers to pray for the ministry. These intercessors will
pray at least fifteen minutes daily or weekly, according to their specific time schedule, for
specified countries or prayer focus (1). Furthermore, Graffenberger suggests two
strategies for intercession for missions. First, help Christians understand the significance
of intercession. Help them to know that prayer is God's command and to know that God
answers prayer. Sharing with them how God answers prayerwill motivate people to
intercede. Second, visit and meet praying people as well as churches and countries that
emphasize prayer. He quotes a successful case of the Indian leaders learning the prayer
ministry from the Korean ECC teams and churches. The implementation of a vigorous
intercessionministry in India resulted in tremendous church growth (Personal interview).
With regard to strategies for intercession for missions, Duewel recommends four.
First, the most important strategy is the influence of the pastors in leading intercession for
missions in worship services. The pastors are to teach and lead the congregation to learn
and practice intercessory prayer for missions. The pastors need to develop a passionate
heart to lead corporate prayer; consequently, the whole congregation can be motivated to
intercede for missions. Second, the training of leaders and intercessors (including short-
term mission participants) to practice prayer at home and in church meetings so that they
become effective prayer leaders/intercessors is recommended. Third, corporate
responsive prayer with people praying one after another will motivate the praying
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community to listen and respond to prayer with passion. Four, collection and distribution
of up-to-date prayer information for intercession is significant for prayer motivation
(Personal interview). For many years, Duewel has been appointed by some American
associations ofmission societies to be the coordinator of collecting and distributing
prayer information to mission organizations. The practice not only motivated him to
intercede for missions, but also motivated many others to intercede for missions
(Personal interview).
Chan proposes a three-fold strategy for intercession for missions in a local church.
First, the short-term mission participants are change agents ofmission and of intercessory
prayer for mission; therefore, organize and implement quality and regular short-term
mission ministry in the church. The participants have to be strictly screened and well
trained and supervised to ensure good quality. After each short-term mission, the
participants are to give quality reflection and presentation to the congregation in order to
motivate people to be concerned and pray for missions. The presentation of their mission
experiences will multiply among church members. They are to share their mission
experiences with other church members to make sure that more people will be motivated
to pray for missions. This is the best way "to develop a team of deeper level intercessors
for missions." Second, appoint a coordinator who is knowledgeable and has conviction in
missions to collect and distribute appropriate prayer information to the congregation for
intercession. The presentation of the prayer information has to be able to motivate the
congregation to intercede (Chan, Personal interview).
Third, a core group of leaders is trained and regularly informed of the prayer needs
ofmission intercession. The senior pastor needs to direct the other pastors and make sure
that the leaders of the church are "seriously involved in mission" and pray for missions.
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Frequently, the leaders need to be informed to the prayer needs and to "seriously
intercede for missions." The senior pastor has to set a good example ofbeing "seriously
interceding for missions". The church sets goals and targets to participate in missions as
"to produce personnel or workers for the sake of the kingdom of God." Moreover,
"strong conviction to do good for missions, good strategies, and good implementation to
do well in missions are the backbone ofmissions."
Long, on the other hand, suggests some other strategies for the intercession of
missions, especially praying with passion. First, pray with a prayer partner. Pray for each
other and challenge each other to pray for vital and urgent needs. Praying for those who
are in crises helps develop a passion for intercession. Second, ask Christians to read
books and stories about prayer such that they develop passion to pray. Third, studying the
word ofGod, in particular about prayer, will motivate people to intercede. Fourth, display
visual reminders around the house, for example prayers card for missionaries. Rearrange
the visual reminders from time to time so that they are fresh reminders.
Some intercessors like the Apostle Paul who pray on all occasions (see Eph. 6:18)
may be able to pray and intercede at any time and pray in their heart wherever they are.
Brother Lawrence, a busy kitchen worker who served in a monastery kitchen in France,
practiced the presence of God with his continual practice ofprayer. He testified,
I make it [prayer] my business only to persevere in His holy presence,
wherein I keep myselfby a simple attention, and a general fond regard to
God, which I may call an actual presence ofGod ... an habitual, silent,
and secret conversation of the soul with God. (Brother Lawrence 42)
Moreover, when the mind is wandering in prayer, he recommends bringing the will
"back in tranquility" to keep the mind "strictly in the presence ofGod; and being
accustomed to think ofHim often" (61-62).
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Problems, Hindrances, and Difficulties of Intercessory Prayer
Many Christians know the importance of intercession for missions, yet a number
of people do not know how to pray. Others are not able to pray enough or continue to
pray. They have problems, hindrances, and difficulties with persistent intercession. Cho
remarks that busyness is one of the chief reasons why Christians excuse themselves from
praying. One of the greatest lies that Satan uses is to make Christians think they do not
have time to pray (Gunter 93). Cho also identifies "improper motives, pride, poor time
management, lack of discipline, and unbelief (qtd. in Gunter 95). Gunter referred to
surveys about the prayerlessness of the Americans. He noted that 24 percent of
Americans pray five minutes or less a day; whereas, the clergy population prayed fifteen
to thirty minutes a day (7). For the clergy and church leaders, lack of time is a major
obstacle for prayerfulness. Others are distraction, lack of consistency, and the problem of
discipline (6).
Moreover, the influence of secularism and egoism in the American society are
obstacles to prayer life (Gunter 12-15). Bounds advised, "Prayer abases intellect and
pride, crucifies vainglory, and signs our spiritual bankruptcy, and all these are hard for
flesh and blood to bear" (36).
Wagner surveyed American pastors with the following results: 57 percent prayed
less than twenty minutes a day; 34 percent prayed between twenty to sixty minutes a day;
and, 9 percent prayed one hour or more a day. The average prayer time was twenty-two
minutes daily (Prayer Shield 78-79; Winger 1 1 1). Winger attributes the problem of the
leaders' prayerlessness to pride and unbelief. Pride is due to the beliefof self-sufficiency
or the denial of dependency on God, for prayer is believed to mean weakness and
dependence (1 12-1 14). He added,
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"In North America 'time is money.' When we cannot see a direct
correlation between the time we spend on a task and its productivity, we
tend to view the activity as worthless. This is sadly true about prayer, too,
but it is a deception." (114)
This is not only true in North America, it is also true in the pragmatic and commercial
context ofHong Kong.
Lee lists ten hindrances to the discipline of corporate prayer ministry: (1)
overemphasis on teaching rather on praying, (2) dominant leaders in control of the prayer
meetings, (3) prayers tend to be too dogmatic and pretentious, (4) prayer based on
emotion only, (5) prayer with unbelief and wrong attitude, (6) prayer emphasized on
negative sentiment and pride, (7) meaningless prayers with head knowledge only, (8)
hollow prayer with lip service, (9) prayers emphasized on individualism and self-
ambition, and (10) lack of cooperation of individuals in prayer meetings (The Great
Commission 233-234). Moreover Chong remarks, "the Chinese Christians involve more
time in feasting, fellowshipping, and socializing than fasting, meditating and interceding"
(55). He earnestly encourages all Chinese pastors to put prayer as their top priority (55).
For Christians in cities like Hong Kong, Lee identified three problems and
hindrances to the practice of intercession for missions: busyness, lack of focus to
intercede for missions, and lack of urgency to pray for missions (Personal interview).
Likewise, Graffenberger comments that because ofbusyness and lifestyle, people in
cities and in economically affluent places tend to pray less (Personal interview).
Chan, a resident ofHong Kong, ascribes three major reasons why Christians in
Hong Kong having difficulty to intercede for missions. The first is due to environmental
problems: people are too busy, have a lack of solitude, and have little attention to pray for
missions. They are not active in spiritual life and not close to God. The second is due to
lack of good presentation ofmission/intercession information. He states, "The problem is
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that people are not able to present the needs, dangers, crises in a proper way as to urge the
people to pray accordingly." The third reason is that Christians in Hong Kong are lacking
short-term missions experience to develop relationship with missionaries and exposure in
the mission fields. Furthermore, concerning the problem of intercession for missions,
Duewel remarks that "pastors are like the people, and the people are like their shepherd.
The flock follows the shepherd. Many pastors do not see their role in pastoral prayer and
in praying for global missions" (Personal interview). Pastors are not serious about God's
teaching about intercession for missions and the practice of intercession. This is also
hindrance for the ministry (Personal interview).
Research Design
The study used mainly qualitative research to find out descriptively the problems
and practice of short-term mission participants in intercessory prayer for missions. Our
research methodology was mainly based on qualitative research interviews. Personal
interviews were conducted to fulfill the purpose of the study.
Steinar Kvale lists seven stages of qualitative interview.
1 . Develop a theme: "Formulate the purpose of an investigation" and describe
the concept of the topic to be investigated before the interview starts (88).
2. Plan and design the investigation. The purpose of the design is to attain the
"knowledge," and we need to consider the "moral" implication of the study (88).
3. The interview is based on an interview guide and a reflective approach to find
out the knowledge, and "the personal relationship of the interview situation" (88).
4. Transcribe the oral speech to written text. The written text is the material for
analysis (88).
5. Analyze the nature of interview material and the method of analysis in relation
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to the purpose and the topic of the study (88).
6. Verify the generalizability, reliability, and validity of the findings.
"Reliability refers to how consistent the results are, and validity means whether an
interview study investigates what is intended to be investigated" (88).
7. Determine a form of reporting that meets scientific criteria and "results in a
readable product" (88).
The interview guide helps us to focus on the topics and the sequence in the
interview. Each interview question is relevant to the research theme and associates with
interpersonal relationship in the interview (Kvale 129). Moreover, the interview questions
are the product of the research questions (131). The types of interview questions include:
introducing questions, follow up questions, probing questions, specifying questions,
direct questions, indirect questions, structuring questions, silence, and interpreting
questions (135).
Recording interviews for documentation and analysis can be achieved by cassette
tape recording, videotape recording, note taking, and remembering. Reliability and
validity in transcription are significant to ensure the quality of documentation of
interviews (Kvale 163-166).
Kvale introduces five approaches to interview analysis: meaning condensation,
meaning categorization, narrative structuring, meaning interpretation, and generation of
meaning through "ad hoc methods" (188-193). He also lists six steps in interview
analysis: descriptions of subjects, condensation and interpretation of the interviewee's
description by the interviewer, interpretation of the transcribed interview by the
interviewer, reinterviewing, and responding with action (190).
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In addition, Kvale treats the issues regarding generalizability (forms�naturalistic
generalizablity, statistical generalizability, and analytical generalizability, researcher and
reader generalizability, and targets of generalizability) (231-135). Concerning qualitative
generalization in case studies, he quotes Stake's statement, "Qualitative case study is
characterized by the main researcher spending substantial time, on site, personally in
contact with activities and operations of the case, reflecting, revising meanings ofwhat is
going on" (qtd. in Kvale 232). Our study focus is more on naturalistic generalizability
than on a statistical one.
Conclusion
Although much effort and struggle are involved in intercession for defeating Satan
and his cohorts, the Trinity is working with the Church to intercede for the world, for
global evangelization, and for revival. The Church is working on its paradigm shift to
work together to pray for global evangelization and revival. Probably due to the advance
of computer and communication technologies, global-networking to pray for evangelism,
church growth, and revival are advancing the kingdom ofGod. Short-term missions are
effective in motivating and mobilizing believers to participate in intercessions for world
missions. The problems, hindrances, and difficulties exist in a world of busyness,
especially in the urban setting ofHong Kong. Our concern is how to develop the
participants in short-term missions to continue practicing intercession for missions, which
they have learned from the missions. Our approach was to first evaluate the problem and
then to develop strategies for improvement.
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CHAPTER 3
DESIGN OF THE STUDY
From 1991 to 2000, about 280 participants were involved in regular short-term
missions in Macau, the Philippines, Taiwan, England, and mainland China. Among these
participants, some participated in more than one of these trips; therefore, the net number
ofparticipants was two hundred. I organized and led fifteen mission trips to these
mission fields. The main purposes for these trips were evangelism and intercession for
missions. Whenever the participants were involved in intercessory prayer, they would
feel the need of their prayer support for the missionaries and the fields. If they adopted
the ministry of intercession for missions, these people would have long-term impact to
support the missionaries and their work. They can pray for them wherever they are. This
strategy ofmobilizing people for intercession for world missions is effective. The
problem is how many of these participants still remember the missionaries and their work
in regular prayer? In the midst of busyness, distractions, and all kinds of temptation, how
many of them are functioning as intercessors? How often do they pray for missions? How
do they overcome the problems, hindrances, and difficulties of interceding for missions?
We need to find the answers to these questions not by quantitative study but by
qualitative interview methodology.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study was to evaluate the problem, hindrances, and difficulties
ofpracticing intercessory prayer for missions by the short-term mission participants of
the Hong Kong Evangelical Church. In order to improve the practice of intercessory
prayer for missions, the study of the prayer strategies used by the short-term missions
participants of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church was conducted. Proposed strategies
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were recommended to the Hong Kong Evangelical Church for future utilization. The
proposed strategies may also be used in other churches in Hong Kong or in other
countries.
Research Questions
1. What are the difficulties that hinder involvement of short-term mission
participants in their practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
2. What are the factors that motivate the short-term mission participants in their
practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
3. What are the strategies most useful to help short-term mission participants
adopt the practice of intercessory prayer for missions?
These research questions were helpful in designing the instrument for the
questions, which might help the interviewees reflect on their experiences in the discipline
of intercessory prayer in mission trips and after the trips. The questions would be helpful
for us to understand the situation of their prayer life, in particular intercessory prayer for
missions. We could discover their difficulties and hindrances, the motivating factors, as
well as their strategies adopted for the continuance of intercession for missions.
Population and Sampling
The population of the study included those who participated in short-term missions
organized by the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church from 1991
to 2000. The short-term mission teams mainly participated in evangelism, prayer
ministry, and supportive ministry to the missionaries or the national churches in Macau,
the Philippines, Taiwan, and England. The population according to the statistics of
Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is two hundred. The
population consists ofpastors, lay leaders, and lay people who have membership
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representing all seventeen churches of the Hong Kong Evangelical churches. The average
number of Sunday worshippers of all these churches was 1,646 (Hong Kong Evangelical
Church, Statistical Report 2000 11).
The sampling for the qualitative study with personal interviews was taken by the
method of random sampling. A sample of forty was randomly selected from participants
involved in short-term missions in Macau, Philippines, Taiwan, England, and mainland
China. The corresponding names of the participants were randomly selected. Among the
forty subjects, thirty (15 percent of the population) were confirmed for actual interviews.
Appointments were made for individual subjects.
Instrumentation
According to the purposes of the study, an instrument for interviews was utilized.
The instrument was a standardized open-ended questionnaire. This instrument was
designed for qualitative interviews. The interview questions for the instrument were
derived from the research questions. Qualitative interviews with standardized open-ended
questions were more suitable for the purposes of our study. The instrument was more
appropriate for the study of issues related to prayer, because the respondents could
address the issues, reflect their experiences, and express their views more in-depth and
more thoroughly. Qualitative interviews would collect detailed and meaningful data for
our purpose. When the respondents answered the same questions, their responses were
more comparable. This "facilitates organization and analysis of data" (Patton 205).
The instrument for personal interviews of the short-term mission participants was
designed to evaluate the problems and practice of intercessory prayer in missions. The
instrument was researcher designed. The interview instrumentation was worked out
according to the guidelines of "Seven Stages of an Interview Investigation" by Steinar
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Kvale (88). First, questions probing the purpose and the concept of intercessory prayer
for missions were developed. The "why," "what," and "how" questions for the
investigation were clarified. Second, the study was designed to obtain the intended
knowledge. Moral implications were considered. The evaluative study looked for the
problems the participants faced and how they practiced intercessory prayer for missions.
Moreover, we needed to know how the experiences in the missions impacted their prayer
life. Standardized open-ended questions were thus designed for pilot testing. Third,
pretesting of the questionnaire was done by interviewing five subjects. Clear interview
guide, reflective approach to obtain knowledge, and appropriate interpersonal
relationships are necessary for quality interviews. The language used in the interviews
was Cantonese. The interviews were recorded on cassette. Fourth, oral speech was
transcribed to written text. Fifth, based on the purpose, the topic, and the nature of the
interview material, appropriate methods were determined to analyze the interviews.
Sixth, the generalizability, reliability, and the validity of the pretest interviews were
verified prior to actual adoption. Seventh, reporting of the findings was scientific and
expressed in a readable manner. The above stages were interrelated.
Data Collection
For the personal interviews of the short-term mission participants, the interview
appointments were arranged ahead of time. The site of interview was either in one of the
church function rooms of one of the Hong Kong Evangelical churches or in the seminar
room ofOMS International Hong Kong, or in the apartments of the interviewees. Oral
briefing was done prior to the interviews. The interviews were tape-recorded, and the
recorded speeches were transcribed into written text for interpretation and analysis.
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Data Analysis
For the personal interviews, transcribed interview texts were treated with meaning
condensation, meaning categorization, narrative structuring, and by meaning-generation
through "ad hoc methods" (Kvale 188-204). For categorization ofmeaning, codes were
used for possible quantitative analysis, although our study was chiefly a descriptive
analysis. The problems, hindrances, and difficulties concerning the practice of
intercessory prayer were identified, listed, summarized, or categorized through the
process of analysis.
Variables
The variables of the study are the frequency and the length of the participants'
involvement in their practice of intercessory prayer for missions. Because the research is
qualitative rather than quantitative, the variables are mainly expressed in a descriptive
manner.
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CHAPTER 4
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
Procedure for Personal Interviews
Thirty short-term mission participants, who were randomly selected from a list of
two hundred short-term mission participants, were interviewed in August 2001. Each
participant was given a number from 001 to 200. A computer software program run in the
Doctor ofMinistry Office selected the corresponding interviewees randomly. From the
name list of forty selected interviewees, thirty were required to be interviewed for our
study. Before the actual interviews were conducted, I interviewed five subjects for the
pretest of the interview protocol.
Having pretested the protocol, the protocol that I designed was found to be
acceptable for actual interviews. The results of the pretests were successful. Then I
started to make phone calls to make interview arrangements. I successfully interviewed
twenty-four selected interviewees (80 percent). I also trained three other interviewers to
interview the other six interviewees (20 percent). These interviewers were able to
interview six interviewees.
From 30 July to 22 August 2001, thirty personal interviews were successfully
conducted in Hong Kong. The sites for interviews were the offices of the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church and the United Wesleyan Graduate Institute, homes of interviewees,
and the church offices of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church. All of the interviews were
tape-recorded by the interviewers. Moreover, all of the interviews were taken in
Cantonese, an official dialect commonly spoken in Hong Kong. I listened to all the tapes,
and I transcribed them into English manuscripts for data treatment.
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The Sample
The sample of the interviewees consisted of thirty randomly selected former short-
term mission participants of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church. The sample was
randomly selected from a population of two hundred subjects who had participated in
short-term missions organized by the Hong Kong Evangelical Church in the past ten
years (1991-2000). The random numbers of the interviewees were selected by running
the "Statpac Gold IV" software program installed at the Doctor ofMinistry Office of
Asbury Theological Seminary on 10 May 2001 by Dr. Leslie Andrews. The selected
numbers from the random sampling were matched with the corresponding name list of
the two hundred subjects; consequently, a sample of interviewees was selected for actual
interviews.
The sample consisted of church members and leaders (one pastor) of the Hong
Kong Evangelical Church. These interviewees belonged to thirteen of seventeen churches
of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church (72.22 percent). Twenty of the thirty interviewees
were involved in leadership of their local churches; whereas, twenty-nine of the thirty
interviewees also participated in lay ministry.
In the sample, twenty-two of the interviewees had participated in Macau short-
term missions in the past ten years (1991-2000), four of them had participated in the
Philippines short-term missions (they also participated in other short-term missions), four
others participated in China short-term missions, three were involved in England short-
term missions, three others participated in Taiwan short-term missions, and one
interviewee participated in Macau and Thailand short-term missions. Moreover, seven of
the thirty interviewees participated more than once in short-term missions in the past ten
years.
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Data Analysis
Because our study mainly focused on qualitative research in a descriptive manner,
the transcribed manuscripts were treated with meaning condensation, meaning
categorization, narrative structuring and meaning generalization through "ad hoc
methods" (Kvale 188-204). Based on the research questions of this study, a summary of
the results of the qualitative research was made through description, figures and tables.
The following summary of findings of the study is based on the three research
questions of the study.
Difficulties and Hindrances for the Practice of Intercessory Prayer
All of the respondents (thirty) had responded to list their problems, difficulties,
and hindrances in the practice of intercessory prayer for missions. The most common
problems and difficulties were the lack ofup-to-date information, knowledge, and
understanding to pray for missions (twenty respondents). These problems prevent them
from specific intercession and from knowing the results of their prayer, because knowing
the results of how God answered their prayer would motivate them to pray more. Nine
respondents expressed that they were passive in their practice of intercessory prayer for
missions. Passivity meant that they had not taken initiative to pray for missions. They
only interceded when they received prayer information or prayer requests.
Eight respondents stated that busyness in the city life ofHong Kong prevented
them from interceding for missions as they wished. They were caught up with their work,
their family, and their busy church ministries. Moreover, the change of role in their
family (e.g. becoming a mother or father) and church ministry (e.g., involved in church
planting ministry) had made them busier, and, therefore, they prayed less for missions.
Kwan 70
Seven respondents remarked that they could not pray more and pray specifically
for missionaries because they did not have communication and relationship with the
missionaries. They could only pray occasionally and generally for the missionaries and
the mission fields.
Six respondents admitted that they had lack of interest, concern, urge, or passion
to intercede for missions. The reasons were that they felt that missionaries and mission
fields were so far away, they did not have personal relationship with the missionaries,
they were not well educated to pray for missions, and many things in their lives and in the
church distracted them from interceding for missions. In addition, the practice of
intercession for missions was not emphasized in local churches.
Three respondents showed that they were forgetful, negligent, and inattentive in
interceding for missions. These were related with their passivity, busyness, and lack of
interest/burden to pray for missions.
Another three respondents reported that they and their churches regarded praying
for missions were as of low priority. They were so busy with their work, church, and
family life that they had low priorities for those who were far away from them. Thus,
they had difficulty caring and praying for missionaries who were so far away.
Other problems and difficulties were related to personal and spiritual problems.
The spiritual problems and weaknesses prevented them from having good relationship
with God. These hindered their practice ofprayer and intercession for missions.
Furthermore, laziness, boredom in prayer, loneliness in prayer life (lack ofmutual
support and encouragement), lack of strength or motivation to pray, intercession life too
routine and mechanical, and physical tiredness due to busyness were hindrances for their
intercession for missions.
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Other problems were lack ofmission education in churches, lack of
environment/culture to encourage prayer for missions, selfishness of individuals and
churches (only pray for those who are close to them), secular factors, and misconception
about intercessory prayer for missions. In addition, other problems were short
sightedness of individuals and churches to pray for missions, local churches not
adequately promoting/supporting missions, lack of cooperation between local churches
and mission fields, lack of encouragement to intercede, lack of quietness in Hong Kong,
lack of love to missionaries, and intercessors depended on feeling only. Table 4. 1
summarizes the problems, difficulties and hindrances to the practice of intercessory
prayer for missions (individual respondents might have given more than one response).
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Table 4.1: Problems, Difficulties, and Hindrances to Intercessory Prayer for
Missions
Problems, Difficulties, and Percentage Number of Respondents
Hindrances for the
Practice of Intercessory
Prayer for Missions
Lack of up-to-date 66.67 20
information, knowledge,
and understanding to pray
for missions
Passivity (did not take 30.00 9
initiative to intercede or
receive intercession
information)
Busyness 26.67 8
Lack of communication and 23.33 7
relationship with
missionaries
Lack of interest, concern, 20.00 6
and urge/passion for
missions
Others (forgetfulness, 23.33 7
negligence, inattention, low
priority to intercede for
missions, boredom in
prayer, tiredness,
selfishness, lack of
motivation,
heart/compassion and
encouragement, lack of
solitude and quietness, lack
of education and
environment, short
sightedness, and
intercessors dependence on
feelings only)
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Factors That Motivate the Short-term Mission Participants to Practice Intercession
for Missions
All the respondents (thirty) expressed their opinions on the motivation for
intercession for missions. First, the highest occurrence was the perceived needs and the
significance ofpraying for missionaries and mission fields (eighteen respondents). When
the short-term mission participants visited the fields and experienced the practice of
prayer in the fields, they learned about the needs and importance ofpraying for the
missionaries and the people/churches in the fields. Some of them reported that they
learned about the practice ofprayer from the missionaries and the fellow short-term
missions participants that motivated them to continue to pray for missions. Moreover,
some noted that they were aware of the sacrifice of the missionaries in the fields. They
believed that the missionaries deserved the prayer support from the short-term mission
participants and their local churches. They were responsible to pray for them.
Second, ten respondents believed that short-term mission participation was the
vital motivation for interceding for missions. They regarded that their short-term mission
experiences provided them the opportunities to practice prayer walking and other modes
ofprayer/intercession, which helped them to experience God and spiritual growth. These
experiences also motivated them to continue to pray for missions when they went back to
Hong Kong. When they were involved in the ministry in the field, they realized the needs
and the difficulties of the missionaries, the people, and the mission churches in the fields.
Then they learned more how to intercede for missions. Moreover, they were encouraged
by their experiences that God answered their prayer during short-term missions. These
experiences were valuable for them for the continuation ofpraying for missions. In the
mission fields, they felt that they were in fear and lacked of security. They needed God's
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help in the mission fields for spiritual strength, power, and the ability to serve. In the
practice of intercessory prayer, some became more sensitive and compassionate
interceding for the people in the mission fields and the missionaries. When some of the
short-tern mission participants experienced the practice of fervent prayer, they continued
to pray when they went back to Hong Kong. In addition, when they experienced the
transformation of their relationship with God in short-term mission through the discipline
ofprayer, they developed an urge to pray and intercede.
The effects of intercessory prayer were experienced and seen by the short-term
mission participants. Some had seen unbelievers turned to believe in Christ, some new
converts still attended the mission church, and some believers had their lives transformed
when the participants interceded for them. Others had experienced renewal and revival in
the mission church during their mission trips. The first hand experiences of the short-term
mission participants had motivation for the continual practice of intercession.
Nonetheless, the experience of spiritual warfare in the mission fields had motivated the
short-term mission participants interceding for the people and the church in the fields.
They had seen cultic and demonic activities, Buddhist monks, idols, and temples such
that they developed an urge to intercede in the midst of spiritual warfare.
Third, four respondents stated that the personal touch, friendship, and relationship
that they had cultivated with the missionaries in the short-term mission trips had
motivated them to intercede for the missionaries. They said that relationship and
friendship were important for them to continue to intercede for the missionaries/fields.
When the participants attended more short-term missions, they tended to pray more
consistently for the missionaries. Moreover, when they had more interaction with the
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missionaries through field visits, telephone, e-mail and personal touch with the
missionaries, they prayed more for the missionaries.
Three of the respondents, however, expressed that God's call and Christ's teaching
for praying and interceding for missions were the factors for motivation. They believed
that God commanded the believers to pray for missionaries and world missions. Because
this was the call from God, they responded to intercede for missions. One respondent
stressed that because of the spiritual warfare, he was urged by the Holy Spirit to intercede
for missions. Table 4.2 shows the number of respondents who expressed their opinions
on the motivation for their continual intercession for missions (individual respondents
might have given more than one response).
Table 4. 2: Motivation for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Motivations Suggested Percentage Number of Respondents
The perceived needs and the
significance of praying for
missionaries/mission fields
60.00 18
Short-term missions
participation
33.33 10
Personal touch and
relationship with
missionaries
13.33 4
God's call and Christ's
teaching on praying for
missions
10.00 3
Others (the sacrifice of the
missionaries and the reality
of spiritual warfare)
10.00 3
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Strategies Useful for the Short-Term Mission Participants to Adopt
All of the respondents (thirty) suggested one or more strategies for the
continuation of intercessory prayer for missions. The most common strategy was to
provide constant, up-to-date, and detailed information for intercession for missions
(sixteen respondents). Regular and up-to-date information and prayer requests to be sent
to churches and intercessors would be helpful for them to continue to pray for missions.
They would like to hear about how God answered their prayer such that they were
motivated for continual intercession.
The emphasis of the real needs of the missionaries/mission fields in the prayer
information/requests would be helpful. The leaders of the mission prayer concern
groups/missions prayer groups were recommended to regularly collect and distribute
intercession information to the intercessors to pray. The fast and efficient way to send
information to intercessors was through e-mail. They could do this by e-mails or long
distance calls to collect prayer information from missionaries/fields. Occasionally, the
churches could make special arrangements to converse with the missionaries with long
distance calls during worship service. This provided opportunities for the whole
congregation to relate with the missionaries. Through the conversation, they collected
fresh information to pray for missionaries. Moreover, the Missions Department of the
Hong Kong Evangelical Church was recommended to facilitate intercessors and short-
term mission participants to intercede for missions. One respondent suggested that the
Missions Department needed to evaluate the recipients' responses to the prayer
information or prayer letters/requests such that regular improvement could be made.
The second most common suggestion was the promotion ofmissions in local
churches through pastors, Sunday worship bulletins and announcements, church bulletins,
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missions meetings and activities (other than sharing ofmissionaries/short-term mission
participants or participation of short-term missions/field visits). Fifteen respondents
recommended this strategy. They recommended that the churches needed to work on
good presentation about missionaries and mission fields in order to motivate more people
to be concerned and pray for missions. Visual aids such as slide show, video show,
pictures, photos, and literature would help the church members to be concerned about and
pray for missions. The presentation of the reports of the missionaries could be expressed
in various ways for the benefit ofbetter promotional effects. Visual reminders for the
church members and individual intercessors were also helpful. The promotional materials
were to be posted in the prime spots of the church building to make sure that the people
could see them.
The third common suggestion was the participation of short-term missions or field
visits (fourteen respondents). Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical
Church and the churched were recommended to promote and implement short-term
mission trips so that more people might have opportunities to develop burden and passion
for intercession for missions. Missions Department might help organize churches of the
same districts to participate in short-term missions. The short-term mission participants
needed to develop relationship with the missionaries so that they might become
committed intercessors. More participation in short-term missions would enhance the
practice of intercession for missions. Three respondents regarded short-term mission
participation as the major/best strategy to help participants develop personal touch and
relationship with missionaries. The awareness of the benefits (such as enhancement of
spiritual growth and more participation in local churches) of the participation of short-
term missions would motivate more people to participate in short-term missions. Some
Kwan 78
short-term mission participants might stay longer to develop closer relationship with the
missionaries. Thus they might develop stronger prayer partnership with the missionaries.
The fourth common strategy suggested by the respondents was the sharing of the
testimonies of the missionaries and/or short-term missions participants in worship
services, prayer meetings, missions concern groups/missions prayer groups, missions
meetings, and other occasions (eleven respondents). The sharing ofmissionaries or short-
term mission participants with touching experiences in missions would move the hearts
of the congregation to intercede for missions. Moreover, the sharing of the missionaries
provided up to date and specific information, which motivated people to pray for them
and their missions. The sharing opportunities ofmissionaries facilitated relationship
building between intercessors and missionaries. Some of the respondents recollected that
the vivid sharing of the missionaries actually impressed them with a long-term impact.
The fifth common suggestion was the discipline of individual and/or corporate
intercession. They believed that prayer for strength and passion for intercession
motivated the practice of intercession for missions. Regular prayer meetings for missions
were essential for the intercession for missions. Corporate intercessory prayer through
small groups such as missions concern groups/missions prayer groups was helpful for the
growth of the prayerministry. Group prayer helped individual intercessors overcome
their loneliness in their prayer life. Corporate intercession during worship services was
involving the whole congregation to pray for missions. Intercessors needed to schedule
regular prayer times for intercession for missions. Intercessors who put first priority in
regular intercession for missions would overcome the problems ofbusyness and
tiredness. One respondent recommended that the practice of the presence ofGod in
intercession in all occasions was helpful for intercessors to maintain constant intercession
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for missions. Visual presentation ofmissionaries and mission fields during mission
prayer meetings motivated the participants to intercede. Personal sharing of
missionaries/short-term mission participants was beneficial for the intercessors to pray
specifically.
Furthermore, prayer groups for short-term missions participants and the
installation of prayer chains for the participants were recommended to facilitate their
continuation for intercession. The members of the prayer group could regularly pray for
needs passed on by telephone. The Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical
Church was recommended to coordinate prayer support from local churches to
missionaries. In addition, the Missions Department was to help the churches develop
intercessory prayer ministry in local churches. Prayer group coordinators were appointed
to collect prayer information and to encourage others to participate in the intercessory
ministry.
The sixth recommendation was to equip and educate the church members through
preaching, teaching, and training on missions/intercession for missions such that the
believers would be nurtured to be intercessors (five respondents). Others suggested that
the churches in the denomination might work together as partners for missions. The
churches needed to create team spirit and corporate work for missions concerns and
participation. They were also required to incorporate missions as the integral part of the
church (the participation ofmissions was included in the faith statement of the church) as
a strategy. Table 4.3 shows the number of respondents who suggested the strategies
(individual respondents might have given more than one suggestion).
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Table 4.3: Strategies for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Suggested Useful
Strategies
Percentage Number of Respondents
Provision of constant, up-
to-date detailed intercession
information/prayer requests
to churches and intercessors
for their continuation of
intercession
53.33 16
Promotion ofmissions in
local churches through
pastors, Sunday worship
bulletins and
announcements, church
bulletins, missions
meetings, and activities
50.00 15
Participation in short-term
missions
46.67 14
Sharing ofmissionaries
and/or short-term missions
participants in worship
services, prayer meetings,
missions concern
groups/missions prayer
groups, and other occasions
36.67 11
Regular practice of
individual and/or corporate
prayer/intercession that
motivates intercession for
missions
23.33 7
Education and equipping of
believers through
preaching, teaching, and
training on
missions/intercession for
missions
16.67 5
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The Study of the Continuance of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
According to the results of the personal interviews, all of the respondents
maintained their practice of intercessory prayer for missions. All of the respondents
continue to intercede for at least one missionary and at least one mission field in their
practice of intercession. Most of the missionaries (Ruth and Mark McDowell, Stella Chu,
Randy and Shelley Marshall, Cho-Wings and Yin-Ling Leung, MeeKee Poon) and
mission fields (Philippines, Macau, Russia, England/Europe, and China) involved were
those supported by Hong Kong Evangelical Church and were the fields for short-term
missions. Among the respondents, seven prayed for the Philippines and Macau. Four
interceded for all the mission fields supported by Missions Department ofHong Kong
Evangelical Church. Twelve interceded for three or more mission fields (see Tables 4.4,
4.5,4.6, and 4.7).
Table 4.4 Frequency of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Frequency of Intercession Percentage Number ofRespondents
Intercede occasionally 66.67 20
Intercede regularly (two
prayed once per week, one
prayed two nights per week,
one prayed four to five
times per month, one
interceded twice per month,
one prayed one night per
one to two weeks, one
interceded one week per
month. Three others did not
mention exact frequency
30.00 9
Interceded frequently 3.33 1
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Table 4.5: Length of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
Length of Intercessory
Prayer
Percentage Number of Respondents
No fixed length but
depended on prayer needs
43.33 13
Within five minutes at a
time
23.33 7
Within ten minutes at a time 10.00 3
Thirty or more minutes at a
time
10.00 3
No fixed length 10.00 3
Within ten to fifteen
minutes
3.33 1
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Table 4.6: Missionaries Needing Intercession
Missionaries Percentage Number of Respondents
Ruth and Mark McDowell
and family (missionaries
serving in the Philippines)
80.00 24
Stella Chu (missionary
serving in Macau)
56.67 17
Randy and Shelley Marshall
and family (missionaries
serving in Russia)
26.67 8
Cho-Wing Leung and Yin-
Ling Leung and family
(missionaries serving in
England and Europe)
16.67 5
Mee-Kee Poon (missionary
serving in England)
16.67 5
Others 16.67 5
Table 4. 7: Mission Fields Needing Intercession
Mission Fields Percentage Number ofRespondents
Philippines 80.00 24
Macau 56.67 17
Russia 26.67 8
China 23.33 7
England 20.00 6
Others (Taiwan and other
countries without
mentioning names)
10.00 3
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Items for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
With respect to the intercession content and prayer items, the respondents prayed
for the needs (material, financial, personal, and other resources) and difficulties of the
missionaries (sickness, language study, and cultural adjustment) and of the fields. They
prayed especially for the family life ofmissionaries (education and health of the
missionary children, family witness in cross-cultural settings, and balanced family life).
They interceded for the safety in the mission fields (political instability and the
vulnerability ofbeing kidnapped in particular in the Philippines). The intercessors prayed
for the health ofmissionaries, spirituality ofmissionaries, the mission churches (outreach
ministry, youth ministry, finance, and other needs) and the people (political situation,
unemployment and economic situation) in the fields. In addition, they pray for the
salvation of the target peoples, the church growth of the mission churches, as well as the
ministry development of the mission fields. They also interceded for the communication
of the missionaries with the indigenous people, the spiritual warfare in the fields, the
application of visas, the dealing with legal matters in different countries and the problems
related with the poverty of the mission fields.
Sources of Intercession Information
The respondents received intercession and prayer requests from various sources in
order that they might continue to pray for missions (see Table 4.8).
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Table 4.8: Sources of Intercession Information
Sources of Intercession
Information
Percentage Number of Respondents
Hong Kong Evangelical
Church Missions
Department
66.67 20
Local Churches 56.67 17
Prayer letters and e-mails
from missionaries
33.33 10
Christian literature 16.67 5
Missionary prayer meetings 13.33 4
Short-term missions
activities
13.33 4
Church bulletin 13.33 4
Others (announcement of
pastors, sharing of
missionaries, missions
meetings and conferences,
and missions prayer
coordinator
16.67 5
Explanatory Factors
The variables were the frequency and the length of the participants' involvement
in their practice of intercessory prayer for missions. According to the responses of the
subjects (see Tables 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, and 4.7), all of the short-term mission participants
continued to practice intercessory prayer for missions when they returned to Hong Kong.
Twenty of them prayed occasionally, and nine of them prayed regularly. One interceded
frequently. Furthermore, for fourteen subjects, the lengths of the intercessory prayers
ranged from within five to thirty minutes or more; whereas, the other sixteen subjects did
not specify the length of time they interceded. Thirteen of them responded that the length
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depended on the prayer needs or prayer requests. In short, all of the subjects clearly
showed that they continued to intercede for missions after their short-term mission trips
from 1991 to 2000 (see Appendix D).
Summary ofMajor Findings
The following main points are the summary of the major findings for this study.
Problems, Difficulties, and Hindrances to Intercessory Prayer for Missions
The following are the main points concerning the problems, difficulties, and
hindrances to intercessory prayer for missions.
� Lack of up-to-date information, knowledge, and understanding to pray for
missions;
� Passivity;
� Busyness;
� Lack of communication and relationship with missionaries;
� Lack of interest, concern, and passion to intercede for missions; and,
� Others (forgetfulness, negligence, spiritual problems, selfishness, etc.).
Motivation for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
The following are the main points of the motivations for intercessory prayer for
missions.
� Perceived needs and significance of interceding for missions;
� Short-term missions participation;
� Personal touch and relationship with missionaries;
� God's call and Christ's teaching on praying for missions; and,
� Others (sacrifice ofmissionaries and spiritual warfare).
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Strategies for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
The following are the main strategies for intercessory prayer for missions.
� Provision of constant and up-to-date detailed information for intercession;
� Promotion ofmissions in local churches;
� Participation of short-term missions;
� Sharing ofmissionaries and short-term mission participants in churches;
� Regular practice of individual and corporate intercession for missions; and,
� Education and equipping believers through preaching, teaching, and training.
Frequency of Intercession
The following are the major findings of the frequency of intercession.
� Occasionally: 66.67 percent;
� Regularly: 30.00 percent; and,
� Frequently: 3.33 percent.
Length of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
The following are the major findings of the length of intercessory prayer for
missions.
� No fixed length but depend on prayer needs: 43.33 percent;
� Within five minutes at a time: 23.33 percent;
� Within ten minutes at a time: 1 0.00 percent;
� Thirty or more minutes at a time: 1 0:00 percent;
� No fixed length: 10:00 percent; and,
� Within ten to fifteen minutes: 3.33 percent.
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Missionaries Needing Intercession
The following are the missionaries being interceded by the short-term mission
participants.
� Ruth and Mark McDowell and family (serving the Philippines): 80.00 percent;
� Stella Chu (serving Macau): 56.67 percent;
� Randy and Shelley Marshall and family (serving Russia): 26.67 percent;
� Cho-Wing and Yin-Ling Leung and family (serving England and Europe):
16.67 percent;
� Mee-Kee Poon (serving England): 16.67 percent; and,
� Others (missionaries in China, Taiwan, and third world countries): 16.67
percent.
Mission Fields Needing Intercession
The following are the mission fields being interceded by the short-term mission
participants.
� The Philippines: 80.00 percent;
� Macau: 56.67 percent;
� Russia: 26.67 percent;
� China: 23.33 percent;
� England: 20.00 percent; and,
� Others (Taiwan and other countries): 10.00 percent.
Sources of Intercession Information
The following are the sources of intercession information.
� Hong Kong Evangelical Church Missions Department: 66.67 percent;
� Local churches: 56.67 percent;
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� Prayer letters and e-mails from missionaries: 33.33 percent;
� Christian literature: 16.67 percent;
� Missions prayer meetings: 13.33 percent;
� Short-term missions activities: 13.33 percent;
� Church bulletin: 13.33 percent; and,
� Others (announcement by pastor, sharing ofmissionaries, missions meetings
and conference, missions prayer coordinator): 16.67 percent.
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CHAPTER 5
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
The study of the practice of intercessory prayer for missions started from my field
experience as a missionary in Macau and then built from my ministry experience as a
change agent as well as a motivator and a facilitator to help others to become intercessors
for missions through short-term trips. The teaching of the Scripture for intercessory
prayer on missions, the history and tradition ofOMS in relation to the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church, my missionary and ministry experiences, and the vital reasons to
mobilize people to intercede for missions have motivated me to work on this research
project. The purpose of the research is to evaluate the adoption and the problems,
hindrances, and difficulties of the practice of intercessory prayer for missions by short-
term mission participants. In light of the research, strategies for the improvement of
intercessory prayer for missions were recommended.
In this study, the population of the short-term mission participants of two hundred
were identified, a sample of the subjects was randomly selected through a computer
software program and thirty subjects were required to be interviewed for the research
project. Personal interview protocol and an additional questionnaire for demographic
information of the interviewees were designed and pretested by me. Five pretests were
made, and some adjustments were made. Moreover, I trained three other interviewers.
These three interviewers had participated in short-term missions and belonged to the
same church of six interviewees. Consequently, from 30 July 2001 to 22 August 2001, 1
successfully interviewed twenty-four subjects (80 percent) and other interviewers
successfully interviewed six (20 percent) of the subjects. All interviews were tape-
recorded. All the recorded tapes were listened to and transcribed into written texts by me.
Kwan 91
The texts were read, and the data were treated by "ad hoc" methods recommended by
Kvale (188-204).
Evaluation and Interpretation of the Data
In accordance with the research questions, information related to the difficulties
and hindrances to intercessory prayer, the motivating factors for the practice, and
strategies adopted for the practice of intercessory prayer for missions were given and
addressed. The followings are the evaluation and interpretation of the data.
Problems, Hindrances, and Difficulties for the Practice of Intercessory Prayer for
Missions
The difficulties and hindrances in the practice of intercessory prayer in Hong
Kong were lack of information to pray for missions, because the intercessors depended
on intercession information to pray for missions. Without up-to-date-and detailed
information, they were limited to pray more for missions. They might be discouraged to
pray because they were not sure if their prayers had been answered. They were not sure
of how to continue to pray for missions. This was also related to their passivity. If they
did not receive prayer requests or information from the missionaries or from Missions
Departments of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church, they would not take the initiative to
proceed to pray. They stopped until they received new prayer requests. Another reason
was that some of them lacked of communication and relationship with the missionaries.
They would not take action to contact the missionaries because they did not know them
well.
In addition, the busy life ofHong Kong hindered the short-term mission
participants from praying regularly or praying more for missions. Busyness also created
negligence, inattention, forgetfulness, physical tiredness, and lack of strength to
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intercede. In the midst of busy life, the participants prayed for those who were near or
for their own church more than missionaries and the fields because of low priority for
overseas missions. With all kinds of distractions, lack of focus, low priority to pray, and
lack ofpassion and vision to intercede, the short-term mission participants could easily
have experienced boredom, spiritual problems, weaknesses, lack of interest, concern, and
urge/passion to intercede for missions. In general, when Christians are busy and lack
quiet time, they are usually far from God; thus, they are unlikely to take heed ofhow God
is so concerned of the world.
The misconception about missions and intercessory prayer for missions, short
sightedness, secular factors, lack of environment created for praying or supporting
missions, lack of adequate support or promotion in local churches for missions,
selfishness on the part of individuals and churches were interrelated. The culture of the
churches in Hong Kong is much influenced by materialism, consumerism, self-
centeredness, and individualism. Our churches and Christians are focusing more on local
church growth and the immediate benefit of individual churches rather than the churches
in the mission fields. Church members and leaders are likely to intercede for their own
needs than those who are far away. Moreover, owing to narrowness ofministry
perspective or shortsightedness, some of the subjects were correct to pinpoint the above
problems in their lives and in the Christian communities in Hong Kong. In reality, they
struggled with these problems. They were also frustrated because they learned the needs
to intercede for missions in the mission fields, but they could not pray as much as they
wish. In addition, those who had never been to the mission fields were unlikely to have
the passion or knowledge of the urgent needs to pray for missions. They would not
understand why intercession for missions was so important. As such, the gap between the
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short-term mission participants and the non-participants might have created some kind of
conflict or false-expectation.
Motivations for the Practice of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
With respect to the motivation for intercession for missions, the subjects rated the
needs and the significance of interceding for missions as the major factor (eighteen
respondents). Incidentally, the top difficulties and problems for the subjects were lack of
information, knowledge, and understanding to intercede for missions. The needs of the
missionaries and mission fields were the major motivating factors for the intercessors to
pray. The more they knew the needs of the missionaries and the fields, they were more
able and driven to pray. The less they knew the needs of and the information about the
missionaries and fields, they were less driven to intercede. Thus, the needs for which to
pray linked with the desire to intercede. Fifteen out of thirty subjects (50 percent)
explicitly expressed that they saw the needs of the missionaries/fields such that they
could intercede for them specifically. When they went back to Hong Kong, they were
looking for the needs of the missionaries in order to continue to pray for them. Others
have seen the results of their prayer so that they were motivated to pray more, even when
they went back to Hong Kong. Hence, both the needs to intercede and the results of
intercession were the major motivating factors for the continuance of intercession.
Moreover, participation in short-term missions was another major motivation for
the practice of intercession for missions (ten subjects responded to the motivation
question, and fourteen subjects recommended this as the major strategy). All of the
subjects affirmed that the prayer experiences in short-term mission trips reinforced their
practice ofprayer and/or the practice of intercession for missions. The involvement of
short-term missions provided the opportunities for the participants to know the needs of
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the missionaries and the fields; hence, they were motivated to intercede for them.
Simultaneously, the short-term mission participants also had chances to have personal
touch and relationship with the missionaries when they were in the fields. These,
however, depended upon the opportunities, their experiences in the fields, the
personalities, and the capability to relate with others. If the participants were active in
relating to the missionaries while they were in the field and continued to do so after their
mission trips, they were likely to continue to communicate and pray for them.
The positive experiences in the short-term mission trips motivated the participants
to be involved in more short-term missions. All of the subjects affirmed that intercessory
prayer experiences in the short-term mission trips motivated their prayer life. Eleven of
the thirty participants (36.67 percent) had attended more than one for short-term mission
trip. Among the thirty subjects, ten experienced God's power of prayer, ten experienced
God's answer to prayer, six were positive about their prayer-walking experiences, five
experienced revival/renewal or breakthrough in their spiritual life on the trips, and eight
affirmed that intercession positively affected evangelism and global missions. In addition,
two depended on God more, and two had better relationships with God on the trips.
Although only three respondents regarded the call and/or Christ's teaching to
intercede for missions, this was a factor to motivate them to continue to practice
intercessory prayer formissions. The low percentage (10 percent) suggesting this factor
might show that the majority of the subjects did not realize the significance ofbiblical
teaching and the command/call ofGod for consistent intercession for missions. This
phenomenon might be related with lack of teaching, preaching, and education about the
biblical understanding or the mandate about intercession for missions. Individual subjects
had already suggested that the lack of teaching, preaching, and education on missions and
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intercessory prayer hindered intercessory prayer for missions. Others, however, believed
that the sacrifice of the missionaries that they perceived in the mission fields or from the
sharing of the missionaries motivated them to continue to pray for the missionaries. The
realization of spiritual warfare (experienced in short-term missions) and the urge of the
Holy Spirit were also motivating factors. Furthermore, when reflecting on their short-
term mission experiences, six subjects (20 percent) affirmed that the practice ofprayer
walking in the mission fields helped them to realize the real needs and the reality of
spiritual warfare in the fields. The realization of spiritual conflicts was one of the
motivations for intercession.
Strategies for the Practice of Intercessory Prayer for Missions
In view of the strategies suggested by the subjects, I have summarized and
evaluated them.
Strategy #1. Frequently provide up-to-date intercessory information from the
Hong Kong Evangelical Church Missions Department and missionaries to intercessors
and local churches is needed so that more intercessors can participate in more frequent
intercessory prayer. Informing the intercessors and the churches ofhow God answer
prayers and the urgent needs of the missionaries and mission fields will motivate the
people to pray more frequently. Prayer coordinators should be appointed to collect
pertinent and up-to-date prayer information from the missionaries and literature to inform
the intercessors/churches. Internet information systems should be utilized to contact
missionaries as well as to inform intercessors/churches to pray.
Because the prime problem was due to the lack of up-to-date-information provided
by the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church or by the
missionaries (twenty respondents), the chief strategy is, obviously and logically, to
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provide up-to-date and appropriate information and prayer requests for the intercessors.
The prime needs of the intercessors have to be fulfilled in order to motivate the
intercessors to improve their discipline of intercession. The results of the findings of
Research Questions #1 and #3 were therefore, related and consistent.
Strategy #2. Provide quality promotion ofmissions and the needs of intercessory
prayer for missions in local churches through pastors, Sunday worship,
announcements/bulletins, church bulletins, missions meetings, and activities. Quality
presentation of the prayer needs with visual aids is essential to motivate church members
or intercessors for the improvement of intercession.
The needs and the desire for churches to put high priority in the practice of
intercessory prayer for missions were perceived by the short-term mission participants.
The lack of church environment or culture for the practice of intercessory prayer for
missions actually discouraged the short-term mission participants and others to intercede
more for missions. The expectation for the church to improve on promotion was obvious.
Thus this strategy will resolve some of the problems. The pastors and the church leaders
are the key people to undertake missions promotion.
Strategy #3. Provide short-term mission trips or field visit opportunities for
intercessors or potential intercessors in order to motivate them to participate in
intercessory prayer for missions. Programs designed for the participants to cultivate
personal touch and relationship with missionaries will develop prayer partnership for the
practice of intercessory prayer for missions. Prayer walking is one of the practical ways
to train short-term mission participants to participate in intercession for missions.
All of the subjects responded that they had positive experiences in the practice of
prayer or intercessory prayer for missions on their short-term mission trips. Some
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expressed prayer walking had deep influence on their practice of intercessory prayer. In
addition, they shared that the relationships they developed in the fields with the
missionaries motivated them to continue to pray for missionaries. Evidently, short-term
mission experiences had helped them to perceive the need to intercede and to develop a
prayer partner relationship. Hence, this is an effective strategy. The pastors, especially
senior pastors, and church leaders will be likely to become intercessors if they participate
in short-term missions.
Strategy #4. Provide of sharing or witnessing opportunities in churches by
missionaries and/or short-term mission participants of their mission experiences and the
needs for intercessory prayer. The sharing can be undertaken in worship services, prayer
meetings, and on other occasions.
This strategy is to enhance promotion of intercessory prayer for missions in
churches. As the subjects perceived the needs of improving the promotion the practice of
intercession in their churches, the cooperation of the Missions Department of the Hong
Kong Evangelical and the member churches need to work together to achieve these goals.
Moreover, the pastor and the leaders of the churches need to take initiative to actualize
this strategy.
Strategy #5. Motivate regular practice of individuals and/or corporate intercession
for missions by constant reminder, encouragement, and goal-setting in order to help
short-term mission participants and intercessors to improve their practice ofprayer for
missions. Missions prayer groups or missions concern groups will facilitate intercessors
to improve their practice of intercession for mission.
Plans for intercessory prayer for missions are best designed to meet the contextual
situations and the personality and temperaments of individual intercessors or prayer
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groups. In the middle of busyness, "the practice of the presence of God" demonstrated by
Brother Lawrence and praying in the Spirit on all occasions by the apostle Paul (Eph.
6:18) will be good strategies as well (42).
Strategy #6. Provision ofmission education and equipping the believers as
intercessors through preaching, teaching, and training by pastors or trainers from
Missions Departments or other training institutes. Prayer seminars and the practice of
prayer walking are useful for the practice of intercession for missions.
The problems of lack of education and training for intercession for missions were
expressed by some of the subjects. For churches without reasonable knowledge about
missions and intercessory prayer for missions, education and training are solutions;
however, the pastors and the leaders are the key people to be equipped in order to be the
equippers for their churches. Furthermore, they need to be motivated to be educated and
equipped. Participation in short-term missions is an effective way for them to see the
needs for developing the passion for praying for missions.
In Relation of the Results to the Precedents in the Literature
The relation of the results of the findings and the precedent literature with respect
to the research questions facilitates better understanding of the problem and the
evaluation of the results.
In Relation to Problems, Difficulties and Hindrances to Intercessory Prayer for
Missions
Regarding the problems, difficulties, and hindrances, Cho is right to say that
busyness is one of the major reasons for keeping Christians from praying. He believes
that Satan lies to Christians that they do not have time to pray (Gunter 93). Moreover,
Chan identifies busyness as one of the major problems for hindering Christians in Hong
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Kong from interceding for missions. Chan also observes that the people ofHong Kong
lack solitude and quietness, which negatively affected their spiritual life and their
relationship with God. Chong, in addition, remarks that Chinese Christians spend more
time in "feasting, fellowshipping, and socializing than fasting, meditating and
interceding" (55). Problem of poor time management and the lack of discipline in prayer
were hindrances to the Chinese Christians in their intercession for missions (Lee,
Personal interview). For these reasons, the subjects might experience boredom in prayer,
spiritual problems and weaknesses, lack of interest, and concern and urge/passion to pray
for missions.
Wrong motives, unbelief, and self-centeredness in the practice ofprayer were also
common problems in the practice of intercessory prayer for missions (Gunter 92;
Duewel, Mighty 61, 260-261; Wagner, Prayer Shield 1 14). When the intercessors or
individual churches did not have knowledge, biblical understanding/teaching, and vision
in missions, they usually tend to be selfish and put intercessory prayer for missions in low
priority. In addition, Winger is correct to attribute the problem ofprayerlessness to pride
and unbeliefbecause of self-sufficiency or denial of dependency on God (1 12-1 14).
These are also true in Hong Kong, the United States, and some other economically
affluent societies (Graffenberger, Personal interview). Furthermore, Chan and Duewel
regard that the prayerlessness of the pastors might contribute to the prayerlessness of the
congregations. They are concerned if the pastors are setting good examples as
intercessors for missions (Personal interview).
In Relation to Motivations for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
In relation to motivations for the practice of intercessory prayer for missions, the
subjects identified that the needs and the desires to intercede were interconnected. For the
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sake of communication, Haggai confirms, "To most effectively motivate people to
action�to make them toward goals of beneficial permanence that meet their real needs�
you need to understand people's desires and how to fulfill them" (101). Murray
underscores the role of desire in prayer, "Desire is the soul of prayer, and the cause of
insufficient or unsuccessful prayer is very much to be found in the lack of desire" (qtd. in
Duewel, Mighty 67). Duewel echoes, "Desire has a tremendous motivating power in
prevailing prayer.. . . Holy desire is a holy power that energizes prayer. It is a dynamic of
the Spirit" (Mighty 67). Chan, a former General Secretary of the Chinese Coordination
Center ofWorld Evangelization, is keen on the presentation of the needs of the
missionaries and the missions in the Chinese Churches in various countries. He stresses
the best presentation of the needs of the missionaries and the mission fields through the
testimonies of the short-term mission participants and the prayer coordinators for
missions. He believes that the core leaders of the church and the whole congregation have
to be informed of the prayer needs ofmissions so that prayers are properly offered.
Chan highly recommends the practice of short-term mission participation in local
churches. He emphasizes the quality and the continual mobilization of the church leaders
and church members to participate in short-term missions. The short-term mission
participants can become the change agents for the church to motivate the whole
congregation toward intercession for missions. He believes that, if these short-term
mission participants are well equipped and well trained for sharing their experiences in
the church and with other church members, then their missionary experiences will
multiply in the church. Because they know the needs ofpraying for the missionaries and
missions, they will likely become committed intercessors for missions.
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The positive experiences that the short-term mission participants had in the
mission fields had motivated them in the practice of intercessory prayer. They saw the
fruits of their intercession in evangelism and church growth, and they experienced
spiritual warfare and revival. With reference to the literature review, people with
motivation for intercessory prayer for missions are urged. God the Father, Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit are working together in intercessory prayer for the world (Isa. 59:16a;
Heb. 7:25b; Rom. 8:26; Ps. 2:7-8; John 17:20-23). In the Old Testament days, Abraham
(Gen. 18:16-33), Elijah (1 Kings 18:16-46), Samuel (I Sam. 12:23), and King Solomon (2
Chron. 6:32-33) were intercessors who experienced spiritual warfare and saw the fruits of
intercession in spiritual victory, salvation and evangelization, and revival and spiritual
renewal. They were not only motivated by the needs and desires to pray but also by the
power ofGod's call to intercede as holy priests ofGod.
Paul and his partners in world missions, likewise, depended on the discipline of
intercessory prayer to engage in spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:18-20) and to develop their
work of evangelism and church planting ministry (Rom. 1:9-10; 1 Thess. 5:17; 2 Tim.
1:3). They experienced spiritual conflicts, reaped the fruits of evangelism, and enjoyed
revival in their spiritual endeavors. These were the motivating factors to continue praying
for missions. The need to intercede and God's will for us to intercede were definitely
major factors for motivation.
In the history of early Protestant missions, prominent leaders such as William
Carey, Hudson Taylor, and Charles Cowman were largely motivated to intercede for the
great needs of the lost in China, India, and the other nations in the world (Lyrene 105;
Winter and Hawthorne B-103; Cowman 362-363). They were driven by the needs for the
salvation of the pagan world and the advancement of the kingdom of God so that they
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earnestly interceded for the lost. God's call for world evangelization and Christ's Great
Commission were no doubt their motivating factors for their intercession. Nowadays,
leaders like Duewel, Cho, Graffenberger, Chellappa, Johnstone, and others firmly believe
that intercessory prayer for missions are needed for world evangelization and world
revival (Duewel, Touch 212-213, Ablaze 67, 117-118; 235; Gunter 67-69; Padgett 169-
171; Chong 52-53; Chellappa, Every Creature Crusade 7; Rommen 141-142). Thus the
need and the desire for world evangelization and revival are driving them to motivate
people to intercede for global missions. Likewise, the missions experiences of the
subjects also affirmed the cause and effect of intercession on evangelism, renewal, and
revival in the midst of spiritual warfare in the fields.
In addition to the findings from the short-term mission participants, other
international leaders had also provided valuable insights with respect to the motivation
for intercessory prayer. Duewel discovers that the intensity and the dynamics of
intercessory prayer (desire, fervency, importunity, faith, Holy Spirit, and united prayer)
also help motivate intercession and make it more effective (Mighty 67-128; 171-179).
Higher levels of intensity of intercession usually secure stronger staying power to
continue to pray. Long, however, regards intercession as a conversation of love with
Jesus. He sees the loving relationship of love for Jesus motivating him to pray early in the
morning and on all occasions. Because of his love for Jesus, he continues to intercede for
missions whenever God leads him to pray. His experience ofbeing a missionary for more
than thirteen years also motivates him to frequent intercession for missions.
Brother Lawrence's practice of the presence ofGod with love is an effective
motivation for us to maintain quality prayer in continuity and with love (42). One subject
affirmed this as an effective strategy for motivating her to pray. The discipline of inward
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contemplative intercession for "a hurting world," which is suggested by Huggett, is not
common among the communities ofEvangelical churches (qtd. in Foster and Griffin 13-
14). Having the compassion and love of Jesus to intercede for the world, nevertheless, are
powerful and biblical motivations. Just as Jonathan Edwards was motivated by God's
promise for praying Christians united in intercession for revival, and the eschatological
promise for intercession in the midst of the world's turmoil, we can be motivated in
today's situation. The sudden attack on the World Trade Center Towers and on the
Pentagon on 1 1 September 2001 has raised the needs to intercede not only for the United
States but also for the whole world. The teaching of Cho on the concept of "the book of
remembrance," reminds Christians of the Yoido Full Gospel Church continuing to
intercede until God answers their prayer, is a unique and imaginative motivation (Gunter
90-91).
In Relation to Strategies for Intercessory Prayer for Missions
In relation to the strategies for the improvement of intercessory prayer for
missions suggested by the subjects, the international leaders offer some correlated
suggestions.
With respect to strategy #1 and #3, Chan suggests that a knowledgeable and smart
prayer coordinator be appointed to collect up-to-date and pertinent prayer information.
The information or prayer requests for missionaries should be presented in worship
services, prayer meetings, and on other occasions. The presentations have to be of good
quality and be able to express the urgent needs to intercede for missions. Moreover, the
senior pastors are responsible for ensuring that they and their churches are serious about
praying for missions. They have to be sure that other pastors and leaders in their churches
be informed of the prayer needs and pray accordingly.
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Furthermore, he highly recommends regular mobilization of short-term missions
as the key strategy for developing intercessors for missions. He regards the short-term
mission participants as effective intercessors and change agents for the church to adopt
intercessory prayer for missions (Chan). These short-term mission participants had
perceived the needs to intercede and developed prayer relationships with the
missionaries. They are likely to develop passion to intercede for missions when they
experience the great needs of prayer. In addition, they are the most suitable ones to share
their visions and mission experiences with the other church members to motivate them to
pray for missions (Chan).
Likewise, Wong, who has participated in short-term missions many times, affirms
that the relationship that she has developed with the missionaries motivates her to
regularly intercede for missions with passion. She regularly writes letters and sends e-
mails to missionaries to ask for prayer information and encourage the missionaries. Her
actual experiences in the mission fields help her to effectively promote missions and
practice intercession in her church.
Regarding strategy #1 to #6, Lee underscores the importance of intentionally
informing the people and promoting intercessory prayer for mission in his churches. He
suggests that the prayer needs and information have to be intentionally presented in
worship services, prayer meetings, cell meetings, and other meetings. If they are not
presented intentionally, the church members will not pay due attention to the prayer
needs (Personal interview). Lee provides regular short-term missions for church members
to experience the needs of the mission field by prayer walking. Through prayer walking,
the short-term missions participants learn about the prayer needs and know how to pray
for missions. After the short-term missions, the participants will share their own
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experiences in worship services and prayer meetings in order to motivate others to pray
for missions. He also nurtures and trains intercessors for missions through regular prayer
programs throughout the year through preaching, Bible study groups, prayer meetings,
and the discipline of fasting and praying (Personal interview).
Like Duewel, Chellappa has learned from his mother to be a mighty prayer
warrior. He is one of the prayer coordinators for hundreds ofprayer cell groups that
regularly and aggressively intercede for missions. He and his coworkers regularly train
and nurture intercessors for missions. He believes in prayer and that prayer will make his
ministry successful. Training and mobilizing believers to intercede for missions are his
strategies to multiply believers to intercede for missions (Personal interview).
Implication of the Findings
The findings show that the short-term mission participants have been practicing
intercessory prayers for missions even after their short-term mission trips. All of them
had positively experienced the power ofprayer and intercession in the midst of spiritual
warfare and difficulties in the fields. When they participated in the mission programs,
they had opportunities to practice intercessory prayer and prayer walking in particular
Moreover, they perceived the needs of the missionaries and the people of the mission
fields. The personal touch with the missionaries and the fields, the need to depend on
God to accomplish their mission, and the example ofmissionaries in the practice of
intercessory prayer are their main motivations for the practice of intercession. Therefore,
participation in short-term missions is a vital instrument to motivate people for the
continuance ofpracticing intercession for missions.
With regard to the problems and hindrances, the findings showed that the short-
term mission participants were struggling with the issues ofbusyness, lack of information
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to intercede, lack of teaching, education, promotion and practice ofmission prayer in
their churches, and spiritual problems. The major motivating factors, however, were the
needs and desire to intercede for missions. These were the engines for their consistent
prayer practice. A few participants (three), realizing the importance ofGod's call and his
command/will for believers to intercede for missions, implies that the biblical/theological
training on the practice of intercessory prayer for missions was weak. Even some of the
pastors of the churches were not serious about God's call to intercede for the world. I
think the response to God's call to intercessory prayer for missions is the crucial area that
has to be improved.
While twenty out of thirty (two-thirds) of the participants were leaders of the
churches (see Appendix D), they could serve as the change agents and opinion leaders in
the churches to motivate others to participate in missions and practice intercessory prayer
for missions. In the meantime, the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical
Church needs to collaborate with the churches to provide up-to-date and detailed
information for the short-term mission participants to continue to practice more
consistently in intercession. Continual short-term missions ministry, missions education
and training, missions promotion in churches, and the development ofprayer groups and
networks ofmission intercession are essential instruments for the improvement of the
practice of intercession for missions.
In short, in spite of the problems and hindrances that these short-term missions
participants were facing, they were still praying for missions. I believe that their
participation in short-term missions had laid a strong foundation for the practice of
intercession for missions; therefore, participation in short-term missions is one of the
most effective strategies for practicing intercession for missions.
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Recommendation of Strategies for the Improvement of the Practice of Intercessory
Prayer for Missions
Although all of the subjects maintain the practice of intercessory prayer for
missions, two-thirds of the subjects pray occasionally; therefore, recommendations of
strategy for the improvement of the practice are essential. In light of the suggestions of
the subjects, the international leaders, information from literature review, and my own
experience, recommendations of strategy are made.
First, the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is to
coordinate the collection of up-to-date and informative prayer information and prayer
requests from the missionaries such that the intercessors and the churches will be well
informed of the prayer needs and updates of the mission fields. The member churches of
the Hong Kong Evangelical Church are recommended to appoint a prayer coordinator to
work with the Missions Department to make sure that pertinent information and prayer
needs are well communicated in individual churches. An Internet prayer system including
web pages providing prayer information is recommended for the purpose of efficiency
and effectiveness to communicate with the intercessors or the churches.
Second, The Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is
recommended to work with the member churches to promote missions and the practice of
intercessory prayer for missions. On the other hand, the pastors and the leaders of the
churches need to give priority to the promotion and the presentation of the needs of the
practice ofpraying for missions. Visual aids such as video shows, slide shows, missions
programs and activities, pictures and artwork, as well as the sharing ofmissionaries and
short-term mission participants will motivate believers to understand and pray for
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missions. The promotion based on the needs ofprayer support and the fact that the triune
God is deeply involved in the intercession of the world are effective strategies.
Third, the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is
recommended to work jointly with the local churches to work on short-term mission
ministry. The ministry is not only to help the national churches in evangelism and church
growth but also to focus on the development ofprayer partnership with the missionaries
and national churches so that the prayer network for global missions will be established.
The short-term mission participants will be trained to be intercessors for missions.
Careful selection of short-term mission team members, quality orientation, supervision
and training, as well as quality follow up work are necessary for the development of
future intercessors for missions.
Fourth, the Missions Department of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is
recommended to work in cooperation with the local churches or other missions
organizations such as OMS to train leaders and believers to become intercessors for
missions. Regular training programs are provided for the needs of educating pastors,
leaders, and believers who are interested in interceding for missions. Practical training
may include field visits and short-term missions with the practice ofprayer walking,
writing prayer letters to the missionaries, sharing their testimonies with other church
members, and relating with experienced intercessors or praying churches. Make sure that
the trainees are appropriately trained and motivated to intercede for missions.
Fifth, the head office of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church is recommended to
mobilize the whole denomination to intercede for missions. Because the emphasis on
world missions is incorporated in the constitution of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church,
the denomination is to work together for prayer support to missions (Hong Kong
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Constitution 2). Mobilization of the churches for intercessory prayer includes establishing
prayer groups, prayer chains, and other means to incorporate the believers to participate
in a prayer movement for the support of overseas missions. Training and technical
supports such as prayer guides or prayer handbooks are required to help the intercessors
continue to pray for missions. Up-to-date information is provided to keep the intercessor
informed ofwhat God is doing in the mission fields and what the current prayer needs
are. They must be well informed. Simultaneously, in the midst of busyness, distractions,
and negative cultural influences, the intercessors and the churches need to be constantly
motivated and encouraged for a consistent prayer life. For individual intercessors, to
practice the presence of God and to prayer on all occasions are recommended. Moreover,
individual intercessors need to assess their personalities and temperaments in order to
adopt the most suitable mode ofprayer style for them to practice. They are to be taught
and encouraged to set their targets and goals for the practice of intercession.
Evaluation of the Research Methodology
The researcher-designed interview protocol and related questionnaires were
satisfactory in collecting consistent and useful information for our study. The protocol
and the questionnaires were consistent with the research questions and the purpose of the
study; consequently, consistent results and the validity of the study were attained.
In accordance with the results and the analysis of the study, the generalizability,
reliability, and the validity of the findings were reasonably valid. In terms of
generalizability, thirty out of two hundred subjects (15 percent of the population) were
successfully interviewed. The interviewees were members of thirteen churches out of
seventeen churches (76.4 percent) of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church in Hong Kong.
The subjects interviewed were randomly selected by computer programming and
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therefore reasonably objective. The possible bias in terms of interviewers was minimized
because four interviewers undertook the interviews. Moreover, the results related to the
problems and hindrances, motivations, and strategies of the practice of short-term
mission participants were consistent. These also consistently related to the opinions
recorded in the literature review. These proved the reliability of the study. Finally,
concerning the validity of the study, the purpose of the study, the research questions, and
the results obtained were consistent. These showed reasonable validity in this study.
Theological Reflection
The practice of intercessory prayer for missions originates from the Triune God.
God the Father listens and answers intercessions. Jesus Christ is unceasingly praying with
passion and interceding for the church and the world for world evangelization. The
Holy Spirit, simultaneously, is praying and leading believers to intercede. The study of
the christological intercessory prayer model in John 17 helps us to understand the three
fold intercession of Jesus Christ: praying for the glory ofGod, interceding for the sake of
believers, and interceding for the sake of the world. Winger was right to state that these
three dimensions ofprayer are to be the major targets of the Church (98). Christ's
intercession for the world "focuses on the world coming into faith through the life-
transforming testimonies of the disciples" (98).
The scenario depicted by the prophet Isaiah was that God was searching for an
intercessor to intercede with him for the lost, but he was not able to find one (Isa.
59:16a). The desire ofGod to intercede with God's people for the lost is obvious. The
passion and the persistence of Abraham to intercede for the lost in Sodom and Gomorrah
illustrates the fact that God is delighted in intercession for salvation. God answered
Abraham's prayer by saving Lot and some of his family members (Gen. 18:22-33; 19:1-
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30). Samuel, a priest who committed himself to the intercession for his people,
considered ceasing to intercede for his people as a sin against God (1 Sam. 12:23),
because consistent intercession is the major role ofpriesthood. Jesus, serves as the eternal
High Priest sitting on his throne, unceasingly interceding to fulfill his priestly ministry
(Heb. 7:25).
The apostle Paul, who followed Christ to practice unceasing prayer in particularly
praying for world missions, exhorted his disciple Timothy to intercede for all peoples and
the leaders (1 Thess. 5:17; Eph. 6:18; 1 Tim. 2:1-4). Paul realized that Christ always
desires all men to be saved and come to the full knowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:4).
Moreover, Paul built a prayer network with the churches as he consistently interceded for
the churches and requested the churches to intercede for him, especially his ministry in
world evangelization in the midst of spiritual warfare (Phil. 1:3-1 1; 1 Thess. 3:10-13;
Rom. 1:9-10; Eph. 6:18-20). The Great Commission ofChrist (Matt. 28:19-20) and the
quest for the imitation ofChrist, ofhaving Christ's mind/motive to serve unselfishly and
sacrificially (Phil. 2:5-1 1) are our holy motivations to intercede with God for world
missions.
The lack ofunderstanding and motivation to intercede for global missions and
spiritual revival may be due to ignorance ofGod's will and desire. Only 10 percent of the
subjects thought God's call and Christ's teaching on praying for missions were
motivations for intercession. Moreover, only 3.33 percent of the subjects realized the
reality of spiritual warfare needing intercessory prayer for missions. Proverbs 29:18
warns us, "Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but happy is he who
keeps the law." I think the major problem or hindrance to the practice of intercessory
prayer for missions is the lack ofunderstanding of God's word and disobedience to God's
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commands. When our churches and believers are indulging in their self-centered
activities and are caught in busyness, the practice of intercession for missions is likely
neglected. Obeying God's commands in following Christ's example and the apostolic
tradition in the practice of intercession for prayer are the holy motivations for
intercessory ministry. In order to enhance holy motivation, biblical education and
theological training are necessary for our people. In addition, practical training is
essential to help leaders and believers to realize the felt needs and the real needs of
intercession for missions. The formative as well as the informative aspects of the practice
of intercession are both important for the intercessors to attain. We need to work more on
these fundamental aspects.
The prayer movement in the eighteenth century, in particular united intercession
initiated by Edwards with the eschatological approach to motivate believers to intercede
for world revival and global evangelization, was phenomenal (Lyrene 59-71). The results
of the prayer movement with great harvests motivated many to intercede for the needs of
the pagan world for evangelization. Following the prayer movement, William Carey,
Hudson Taylor, Charles Cowman, and other frontier missionaries were motivated by the
call ofGod to partake in world evangelization and consistent intercession for the unsaved
world. Further, the prayer movement in the twentieth century has beenmultiplying in an
unprecedented manner (Bryant 131-138).
Other motivations suggested by the short-term missions participants are also valid,
but they tend to depend too much on the information available to pray. If they do not
have fresh information, they may likely stop praying. I believe that this information age
has influenced us to depend too much on information. Our prayer style is mainly like a
"shopping list" type ofprayer. The common motivation to prayer seems to focus too
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much on God's answer to prayer according to our own desire/will. If our motivation is
based on God's will and his call to continue to intercede for missions, we will be able to
continue to pray and wait patiently for God's answer. Chambers rightly states,
"Repetition in intercessory importunity is not bargaining, but the joyous insistence of
prayer" (99). When we do not have up-to-date and detailed information, we can still pray
according to the basic needs for the missionaries according to the information we have.
The help ofprayer books or prayer manuals for intercessory prayer for missions are
helpful for us to maintain consistence in prayer.
Because God is immanent and Christ's promises his presence with us until the end
of the world (Matt. 28: 19-20; 18: 19), the practice of the presence ofGod is an effective
strategy to intercede for missions. In the midst ofbusyness, as expressed by some short-
term missions participants, Christians can pray during their travel hours in public transits
and they also pray in their office. When I was in Hong Kong, I intercede for my
neighbors and for world missions during prayer walking, walking up and down from my
twenty-fifth floor apartment. Graffenberger is wise to say that the discipline ofphysical
exercise will enhance the discipline of spiritual exercise (Personal interview). I combine
both in the practice of intercession for missions. When I travel to work, I usually
intercede for missions (missionaries ofHong Kong Evangelical Church and ofOMS and
ECC ministries in the world), pastors and leaders of our churches, other missions and a
number of countries for world evangelization, and other needs. I also intercede for
unbelievers to be saved and new converts to be nurtured. I carry my prayer diary and
prayer handbook with me wherever I go. When I watch the news about the world, I
intercede for the needs of various parts of the world. I find that my life is in fullness and
fruitful because I walk, pray, and intercede with Christ the Divine Intercessor (John 15:5-
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8). Practicing the presence of God helps me to develop intimate relationship with God,
and this motivates me to practice daily intercession out of the motive of loving God and
loving the peoples in the world.
Concerning the problems and hindrances to prayer, Steve Seamands includes
busyness, distorted concepts ofGod, making prayer a work of the flesh, and the fear of
losing ourselves. In my observation, other reasons which hinder our intercession for
missions are: lack of vision, lack ofbiblical understanding in intercessory prayer, being
without the heart/mind ofChrist, disobeying God's command to pray, self-centeredness,
procrastination, lack of global perspective and the negligence of the needs of intercession
in missions, lack of teaching and training in intercession for missions, our insensitivity to
see God's work around the world, and our relational problem with God. The busy life in
Hong Kong and the lack of solitude in the city prevent us from cultivating close
relationship with God; consequently, spiritual problems, church work based on flesh and
self-effort, unbelief, the influence of consumerism, and the informational and functional
mentality are negatively affecting the practice of intercessory prayer for missions. From
my observation, I think one of the major obstacles for our churches to participate in
missions and in intercessory prayer for missions are from pastors.
Likewise, the insights ofChan, Cho, and Duewel affirm that pastors are crucial to
the ministry of intercession in the churches (Chan; Gunter 92; Duewel, Personal
interview). Many of our pastors only focus on the needs of the local congregations
without paying due attention to the Great Commission and the kingdom of God. They
have local church mentality rather than "mission church" mentality. When pastors are not
involved in the intercession ministry, the congregations will unlikely participate. If the
pastors do not promote and train their people to pray, the congregations will not likely to
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pray. In my opinion, the lack of training in missions, negligence, priority problems, and
busyness are the main reasons why pastors and their congregations are not seriously
involved in intercession for missions.
Limitation of the Study
Owing to the fact that the subjects had participated in short-term missions since
1991, some of them were having problems remembering some specific details about
their short-term trips. Because our study included more than fifteen missions trips to
five mission fields, differences in the purposes, designs, programs, training, and follow
up work of the short-term mission trips might affect the responses of the subjects in our
study. In addition, for individual short-term mission trips, no pretest and posttest were
undertaken; therefore, assessments of individual practice of intercession for missions
were not available for our study.
Suggestions for Further Study
For future studies of the participation of short-term mission participants, pretests
and posttests to be taken in regard to their practice of intercession for missions before
and after the mission trips may give more detailed and systematic results.
Moreover, survey study on the practice of intercessory prayer for missions in the
churches of the Hong Kong Evangelical Church may be valuable to understand the
overall practice of intercession for missions in the denomination.
Conclusion
The study has investigated the practice of the short-term mission participants of
the Hong Kong Evangelical Church in their practice of intercessory prayer for missions.
The findings consistently showed that although they faced various problems and in the
practice of intercession for missions, yet, to various degrees, they maintained their
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practice. Short-term mission participation has been proved to be a vital instrument and
an effective strategy for the adoption of the practice of intercession for missions. Some
other strategies for improvement were recommended in order that the quality and
quantity of intercession for missions would be improved among the short-term mission
participants and the churches as a whole. As two-thirds of the short-term mission
participants had become leaders of the churches, they could serve as changes agents and
motivators for the practice of intercession for missions.
The findings showed that only 10 percent of the subjects regarded God's call and
Christ's teaching on prayer, and merely 3.33 percent of them considered spiritual warfare
their motivation for missions. Theses were alarming statistics that call for more biblical
and theological training for our pastors, leaders, and believers. For the improvement of
intercessory prayer for missions, both informational and formational training is necessary
for our people.
Finally, intercession for missions is one of the disciplines in spiritual formation.
Information is the means and not the ends for the practice of intercession. The ends are to
be closer to God, to be more like Christ, and the salvation of souls. For the
intercessors and the church ofChrist alike, intercession is part of the process ofbeing
conformed to the image ofChrist for the world; therefore, spiritual formation to the
likeness ofChrist is the chief end of intercession. Obedience to God's call to participate
in interceding for world missions, the love ofGod, and the love of the needy people
are holy motivations for the intercession for global missions.
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APPENDIX A
Short-Term Missions Participants'
Personal Interview Protocol
1 . Please describe your daily or regular prayer life.
a. When and where do you usually pray?
b. How long do you pray daily or regularly?
c. What motivates you to maintain a consistent prayer life?
2. Please describe your experience in the practice of prayer or intercession for
missionaries/mission fields while you were in short-term missions.
3. Please describe your practice of intercessory prayer for missions:
a. For what mission fields do you usually pray?
b. For what missionary(ies) you usually pray?
c. For what intercession items do you usually pray?
d. From where do you find those intercession items?
e. What motivates you to intercede for missions?
f. How often and how long (each time) do you intercede for missions?
4. Please share some of the problems and difficulties in your practice of intercession
for missions. What hinders you from consistently interceding for missions?
5. What strategies or methodologies do you think may help you to improve or
overcome the above-mentioned problems and difficulties?
6. Any other opinions about the practice of intercession for missions?
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APPENDIX B
Short-Term Missions Participants'
Demographic Questions
1 . What church do you regularly attend?
2. What is your gender?
3. What is your age (below 20, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, over 50)?
4. What is (are) your role(s) or responsibility(ies) in your church or in the conference?
5. In what year(s) have you participated in short-term missions?
6. To which mission field(s) did you go for short-term missions?
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APPENDIX C
Interview Questions for International Leaders
1 � Describe your prayer life.
a. What motivates you to maintain a consistent prayer life?
b. When, how often, and how long do you pray daily?
c. Where do you pray regularly?
2. Describe your intercessory ministry for missions.
a. For what mission fields do you regularly pray?
b. Who are the missionaries for whom you regularly pray? Or for how many
missionaries do you pray regularly?
c. For what missions prayer concerns do you pray?
d. Where do you learn of the prayer needs?
e. What motivates you to pray for missions?
f. When, how often, and how long do you pray for missions daily?
g. What kind of intensity (casual, gentle, moderate, fervent, wrestling, or
warfare praying) do you usually maintain when you pray for missions?
3. In your understanding, what are the problems, hindrances, and difficulties in the
practice of intercessory prayer for missions in big cities like Hong Kong or those in
your country? You may share some of your observations or experiences.
4. What are the strategies you suggest to resolve these problems?
5. How would you train Christians to maintain their continuance to practice
intercessory prayer for missions?
6. Anything you would like to share about intercessory prayer for missions?
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APPENDIX D
Demographical Information of Interview Subjects
Subject
Number
Church Gender
(F:
Female,
M:
Male)
Age
Range
Leader
ship in
Church
Lay
Ministry
Mission
Field(s)
Year in
Short-
Term
Mission
001 Yan
Poon
F 30-39 No Yes Macau 1997
010 Yan
Chiu
F 30-39 Yes Yes Macau 1996
020 Yan
Yue
F 20-29 No Yes Macau 2000
023 Yan
Tin
F 20-29 Yes Yes China 2000
025 Yan
Shek
F 40-49 Yes Yes Macau 1990
1993
028 Yan
Yau
M 20-29 Yes Yes Macau 1997
2000
038 Yan
Yat
F 30-39 Yes Yes Macau
Philip
pines
1992
1993
1997
041 Yan
Kei
M 20-29 Yes Yes Macau 2000
046 Yan
Yau
F 30-39 No Yes Macau 1999
056 Yan
Fook
F 30-39 No Yes Macau 1997
1998
1999
2000
060 Yan
Ying
F 20-29 No Yes Taiwan 1999
061 Yan
Kei
F 40-49 No Yes England 2000
065 Yan
Chiu
F 20-29 Yes Yes Taiwan 1999
066 Yan
Ying
F 30-39 No Yes Macau 1997
074 Yan
Chuen
M 20-29 Yes Yes Macau 1994
086 Yan
Shek
F 20-29 Yes Yes Macau
Philip
pines
1996
1998
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090 Yan
Yau
F 30-39 Yes Yes Macau 1996
096 Yan
Tin
M 20-29 No Yes Macau 1998
102 Yan
Lam
F 20-29 Yes Yes Macau
Philip
pines
Taiwan
1996
1998
1999
106 Yan
Fook
M 20-29 Yes Yes Macau 1999
110 Yan
Lam
M 20-29 Yes Yes Macau
Philip
pines
Taiwan
England
1996
1997
1999
2000
120 Yan
Yiu
F 30-39 Yes Yes Macau 1990
1991
124 Yan
Yau
M 30-39 Yes Yes Macau 1994
128 Yan
Chiu
M 40-49 Yes Yes England 2000
142 Yan
Kei
F 30-39 Yes Yes Macau
England
1996
2000
152 Yan
Lam
F 20-29 Yes Yes Macau
Taiwan
1994
1999
156 Yan
Yue
F 20-29 Yes Yes Macau
Thailand
1990
1991
1992
1998
171 Yan
Tin
F 20-29 Yes Yes China 2000
183 Yan
Ying
F 20-29 No No China 1998
187 Yan
Ying
F 20-29 No Yes China 2000
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APPENDIX E
Supplementary Summary of the Answers to Protocol Questions
Summary of the Answers of Protocol Question # 1: Describe your prayer Life.
All of the respondents (thirty) have consistent prayer life. Fifteen of the
respondents pray regularly in the morning. Eleven of the respondents pray regularly at
night. Eleven of the respondents pray regularly during day and night times. Eight of them
pray at anytime whenever they feel the need to pray. Two of them pray in the afternoon.
In terms of place ofprayer, twenty-five respondents pray regularly at home. Ten of
them pray wherever they have the need to pray. Nine of them pray when they travel in
buses or other vehicles. Four of them regularly pray at their office. Four of the
respondents pray regularly in prayer meetings and at church. One regularly seeks a quiet
place to pray.
Concerning the frequency ofprayer, twenty-four of the respondents pray daily.
Four of them do not have fixed frequency ofprayer. One pray four to five days per week,
and the others pray three times per week.
In terms of the length ofprayer, twenty-five of the respondents have a fixed range
of regular prayer time. Among them four pray regularly within ten minutes, nine within
fifteen minutes, four within twenty minutes, and one within sixty minutes. Four of the
respondents do not have a fixed prayer length of time. One of them, however, did not
mention the length of time for prayer.
Regarding the content ofprayer, sixteen of the respondents regularly offer their
petitions to God, especially when they are in need and in trouble, while fourteen of the
respondents regularly intercede for their family members, their church, and for missions.
Two of them regularly offer thanksgivings to God (in addition to other prayer content).
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One of them particularly mentioned about warfare prayer. Nevertheless, eight of them did
not mention about what they usually pray.
With regard to the motivation of their prayer, fourteen of the respondents
mentioned that they are usually motivated by needs to pray (e.g., asking for God's help,
needs for strength and power, personal needs, and the needs of other people).
Eleven of the respondents expressed that prayer would help them to develop
communication and relationship with God. This is their motivation to keep on praying.
Other motivations include the habit to pray, responsibility to pray, command ofGod to
pray, prayer experience of God's power, prayer for evangelism, dependence on God
through prayer, experiencing God through prayer, God's urge to pray, believing the
power ofprayer, prayer as the source ofpower, prayer for revival, and the encouragement
ofprayer partners.
Protocol Question #2: Describe Your Experience in Prayer in Short-Term Missions.
All respondents (thirty) described their short-term missions experiences in the
interviews. All of the respondents had positive experience in the practice of intercessory
prayer in the mission fields. Because the short-term missions experiences are unique, the
summary of their experiences are listed.
Respondent #001 described her Macau short-term missions experiences as new
exposure and breakthrough for her spiritual life. The practice ofprayer walking helped
her to see the needs of the people in Macau. Intercessory prayer on the trip helped her to
be more sensitive and compassionate to the needs ofpraying for missions. A hymn about
warfare prayer, which she learned from the short-term mission, reminds her to regularly
intercede for missions. Moreover, respondent #010 experienced the power ofGod
through prayer in her Macau short-term mission.
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Respondent #020, on her Macau short-term missions, experienced a new exposure
to prayer walking by interceding for the people she met in the streets. The prayer life
during the short-term missions trip brought her to a high plane of spirituality in terms of a
closer relationship with God. Before the trip, she felt that God was remote and abstract.
Short-term missions experience transformed her relationship with God.
Respondent #023, in her Macau short-term missions trip, experienced fervent
prayer for spiritual warfare, power to serve, and intercession for each other. She
maintained a continuance of fervently interceding for missions for some months after she
went back to Hong Kong.
Respondent #025, on her Macau short-term missions, felt the great need to pray
because of uncertainty and fear, which she experienced on the trip. Prayer was the first
priority in the mission trip. Before going out to share the gospel, the short-term missions
participants prayed together. They interceded for the people, things, events, and
environment in the mission field.
Respondent #028 learned how to pray for missions during a Macau short-term
missions trip. He experienced that evangelism and global missions need a multitude of
prayer support. He also experienced God's answer to prayers on the trip. The experiences
helped him to focus more on prayer.
Respondent #038 felt that a Macau and Philippines short-term missions helped her
to develop a sense ofparticipation in global missions. She experienced God's answer to
prayer and a deeper level of relationship with the missionaries in the field.
Respondent #041 experienced God's answer to prayer. When he prayed for more
workers, God had sent more workers to the mission field. When he prayed for the healing
of a missionary, he later found out that the missionary was healed at the time of
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intercession. These motivated him to continue to intercede for missions. On the Macau
short-term mission trip, he learned that praying for missions is our task.
Respondent #046 experienced God's power and protection through prayer. God
answered prayer when the church members prayed for her. She first practiced prayer
walking as a form of intercessory prayer in Macau short-term missions. She learned the
great need to intercede for missionaries when she met Stella Chu, who is the missionary
in Macau.
Respondent #056 described that prayer motivated her to regularly participate in
Macau short-term missions. She experienced God's answer to prayer in mission trips. She
observed that through intercession God gradually changed people and the environment in
the mission field. Further, respondent #060 experienced the work ofGod through prayer
when she was in Taiwan short-term missions.
Respondent #061, on her short-term missions in England, was touched by
missionaries Cho-Wing Leung, MeeKee Poon, and the commitment ofPastor Wong in
evangelizing the restaurant workers in London. She experienced the power ofprayer
when she shared the gospel with two graduate students, who came from Peking, China.
Both of them accepted Christ as savior. She experienced God's answer to prayer.
Respondent #065 practiced tremendous prayer on the short-term mission trip to
Taiwan. Through prayer, she depended more on God and understood more of the needs
and difficulties of the missionaries and the churches in the field. As such, she continues
to intercede for them after going back to Hong Kong. The short-term mission participants
asked God for help before the events and meetings. She remembered that the summer
camp needed tremendous prayer support. She experienced God's answer to prayer.
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Respondent #066 described her Macau short-term missions experiences in which
the participants prayed for the evangelistic ministry and for the salvation of unbelievers.
They prayed for the success ofministry and interceded for the needs of the mission
church in Macau.
Respondents #074, in his Macau short-term missions, experienced the process of
God's call for evangelism and global missions as taught in the Bible. The missions
experience affirmed his Christian faith. The mission trip helped him to know the need of
praying for the missionary and the mission field.
Respondent #086, in her short-term mission trip to the Philippines, learned from
missionaries Ruth and Mark McDowell about praying on all occasions. She observed that
missionaries set prayer as their first priority in their missionary life.
Respondent #090 experienced partnership with God and dependence upon God on
her short-term mission trip to Macau. Through prayer, she depended on God. She also
experienced the ministry ofprayer walking in the streets ofMacau. When she
encountered the Mormons witnessing in Macau, she experienced spiritual warfare. She
sensed the urgency ofprayer during prayer walking.
Respondent# 096 experienced renewal and revival during his mission trip in
Macau. He experienced the power of God and a renewal of relationship with God. When
he encountered temples, monks, and idols, he felt the reality of spiritual warfare.
He felt that short-term missions were a powerful impact on human lives.
Respondent #102, on her short-term mission trip in the Philippines, had deep,
spiritual experience in her relationship with God. Through prayer, God changed her. God
spoke to her to experience suffering for Christ and to experience God's presence, love,
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and purpose. Prayer changed her attitude toward missions. Prayer helped her to know
more about God.
Respondent #106 participated in prayer walking in Macau short-term missions. He
prayed for the signs and symbols, places, children, and new immigrants from China.
Through these, he had more real and deeper experiences in prayer. He learned more about
Macau and the mission church in Macau.
Respondent #110 had participated in regular short-term missions in Macau. He
experienced the power of prayer and God's answer to prayer. He saw the life-changing
experiences among the youth in the mission church. He experienced that interceding for
the people in Macau would produce life-changing experiences in them. He believed that
those who are far away from the mission fields could participate in missions by
interceding for the missionaries and the mission fields.
Respondents #120 mentioned that prayer was the first priority in the Macau short-
term missions activities. Through prayer, the participants depended on God. She learned
to intercede for new converts. She was excited to see new converts continue to attend
church in Macau. God answered her prayer. For respondent #124, he experienced prayer
walking for the first time.
Respondent #128 experienced the power of prayer and the positive results of
prayer when he participated in England short-term missions. He asked God to give him a
heart for prayer so that he might effectively share the gospel with those they met in
London. He also prayed that the Holy Spirit would move the people to accept Christ.
Respondent# 142 experienced God's answer to prayer on her mission trip in
England. God answered prayer when she led a person to Christ. Moreover, she
experienced God's special arrangements and providence.
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Respondent #152, in her mission trip to Macau, prayed for local people and church
members in Macau. She prayed for the salvation ofnonbelievers, evangelistic meetings,
weather, and the health of the short-term mission participants. She also interceded for
Stella Chu, missionary in Macau, for her family, life, ministry, difficulties and God's
provision for material needs. Through prayer, and especially corporate prayer, she
experienced God's power and deeds.
Respondent #171, on her mission trip in Macau, felt the urgency to intercede for
missionaries who need much prayer support. Likewise, respondent #183 felt the urgency
to pray for the needs of the people and the churches in the mission field in China. She
also experienced corporate prayer for missions in China.
Respondent #187 experienced God's urge to intercede for the people in the
mission field when she participated in China short-term missions. She also experienced
the work ofGod through prayer.
In short, all of the respondents (thirty) participated in the prayer/intercessory
prayerministry on their short-term mission experiences. Halfof the respondents (fifteen)
had experienced or learned the need of interceding for missions in their mission trips.
One-third of them (ten respondents) had experienced God's answer to prayer. Twelve of
the respondents experienced the power ofGod, the work ofGod, the power to serve, and
related experiences through prayer. Eight of the respondents interceded for evangelism
and global missions on the mission trips. Six of the respondents positively experienced
the practice ofprayer-walking. Five of the respondents experienced
renewal/revival/break-through in their spiritual life and a better relationship with God.
Five of the respondents developed deeper relationships with the missionaries. Some
mentioned that they experienced the dependence ofGod through prayer (three
Kwan 129
respondents). Moreover, two respondents specifically mentioned that the practice of
prayer on the mission trips motivated them to maintain their practice of intercession for
missions in Hong Kong. One of the respondents remarked that prayer motivated her to
continue to participate in Macau short-term missions for some years even up to this day.
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APPENDIX F
Letter of Request for the Approval of Personal Interviews
30 June 2001.
Rev. Lo Ping Kuen,
General Superintendent,
Hong Kong Evangelical Church,
5 Tong Yam Street, 5/F,
Tai Hang Tong, Kowloon,
Hong Kong.
Dear Rev. Lo,
I am studying at Asbury Theological Seminary in the United States ofAmerica. I
am writing my dissertation on the topic of "A study of the Practice of Intercessory Prayer
for Missions by the Short-Term Mission Participants of the Hong Kong Evangelical
Church." I would like to interview thirty short-term missions participants who
participated in short-term missions over the past ten years and who are members of our
denomination. One of the purposes ofwriting this dissertation is to help the Hong Kong
Evangelical Church and other denominations/churches to understand the significance of
practicing intercession for missions, their practice, the difficulties they face, and then we
can formulate some strategies to improve the intercessory ministry.
This research project will be beneficial to the intercessory ministry for missions,
the kingdom ofGod, as well as for our denomination. For this reason, I would like to ask
you and the board members of our denomination to give my research team and myself the
permission to interview the randomly selected subjects in order that our research project
may be accomplished. In addition, I would also like to request permission of the Head
Office of our denomination and our churches to give us some help and convenience such
that our project may be smoothly completed. I plan to start interviewing the subjects in
the beginning ofAugust 2001 .
I myself am cordially thankful for your sincere concern and support ofmy study. I
also appreciate your loyalty and contribution to the Hong Kong Evangelical Church.
May the grace and strength of the Lord be with you, and the gospel of Jesus Christ
be propagated as you serve with one-heartedness!
Yours in Christ,
Yuet San Kwan
c.c. Mrs. Claudia Tong, General Secretary
Pastor Ho Hon Lun, Director ofMissions
Kwan 131
WORKS CITED
Adeney, Miriam. "McMissions." ChristianityToday.l 1 Nov. 1996: 14.
Ahonen, Lauri K., Missions Growth as a New Missiological Discipline. Diss.
Biola University, 1987.
Arndt, W. F., and F. W. Gingrich. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
and Other Early Christian Literature. Chicago: U ofChicago, 1979.
Atkins, Andrew. "Work Teams? No, 'Taste and See' Teams." Evangelical
Missions Quarterly 27.4 (Oct. 1991): 384-387.
Backer, Dorothy. OMS Hong Kong History 1954-20Q0+. Greenwood, IN:
OMS, 2000.
Barrett, David, and Todd M. Johnson. Our Globe and How to Reach It: Seeing
the World Evangelized by A.D. 2000 and Beyond. New Hope, AL: A.D.
2000, 1990.
Bonnke, Reinhard. Evangelism by Fire: Igniting Your Passion for the Lost. Frankfurt,
Germany: Cfan, 1990.
Bounds, E. M. Power through Prayer. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987.
Brother Lawrence. The Practice of the Presence ofGod. Uhrichville, OH: Barbour
Book, 1993.
Bruce, F. F. "The Letter ofPaul to the Romans." Morris vol. 6: 50+.
Bryant, David. The Hope at Hand. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995.
Chamberlain, William D. An Exegetical Grammar of the Greek New Testament.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987.
Chambers, Oswald. Prayer: A Holy Occupation. Grand Rapids: Christian Literature
Crusade, 1992.
Chan, Hay Him. Personal interview. 10 August 2001.
Chellappa, D., ed. Every Creature Crusade Silver Jubilee 1972-1997. Madras,
India: Evangelical Church of India, 1998.
. Personal interview. 3 July 2001.
Cheung, James. "Alliance Bible Seminary Bulletin." The Movement ofPrayer
Evangelism in the Trend of Spiritual Warfare Jan. 1998: 2-3.
Kwan 132
"ChiefExecutive in the Prayer Conference Urges for Building a Society of Love."
Christian Weekly 1886 (15 Oct. 2000): 1.
Chong, Matthew C. F. "Applying Church Growth Principles of the Book of Acts in
Chinese Churches." Diss. Fuller Theological Seminary, 1998.
Cowman, Lettie. Missionary Warrior: Charles E. Cowman. Greenwood, IN: OMS
International, 1976.
Crouse, J. B. "We're Going to Battle ... on Our Knees." OMS Outreach Jan.-Mar.
1998:16.
Duewel, Wesley. Ablaze for God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989.
�
. God's Power Is for You. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.
�
. Mighty Prevailing Prayer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990.
�
. Personal interview. 14 May 2001.
�
. "Prayer Warfare is for You." OMS Outreach Jan.-Mar. 1998: 10.
�
. Revival Fire. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.
�
. Touch the World through Prayer. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986.
Elliston, Edgar, and J. Timothy Kauffman. Developing Leaders for Urban
Ministries. New York: Peter Lang, 1993.
Erny, Ed. Legacies ofFaith: Daily Devotional Reading Drawn from Great
Christian Literature Both Ancient and Modern. Greenwood, IN: OMS
International, 1995.
Fee, Gordon. Paul, the Spirit, and the People ofGod. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson
1979.
Fiedler, Klaus. The Story ofFaith Mission. Oxford, UK: Regnun, 1994.
Forward, David C. The Essential Guide to the Short Term Mission Trip. Chicago:
Moody, 1998.
Foster, Richard, and Emilie Griffin, eds. Spiritual Classics: Selected Readings
for Individuals and Groups on the Twelve Spiritual Disciplines. New York:
HarperSanFrancisco, 2000.
Gibson, Tim, et al. Stepping Out: A Guide to Short-Term Missions. Seattle:
YWAM, 1992.
Kwan 133
Graffenberger, David. Personal interview. 4 July 2001.
�
. "24 hr. Prayer Chain." E-mail to the author. 6 Feb. 2001.
Greenlee, David. "Territorial Spirits Reconsidered." Missiology: An International
Review 20.4 (Oct. 1994): 507-514.
Guder, Darrell, ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in
North America. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.
Gunter, Paul S. "A Case Study of the Prayer Ministry ofYoido Full Gospel Church
(Korea)." Diss. Dallas Theological Seminary, 1987.
Guthrie, Donald. "The Letter to the Hebrews." Morris vol. 15 166-167.
Haggai, John. Lead On: Leadership That Endures in a Changing World. Singapore: Word
Publishing, 1986.
Harper, Steve. Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition. Nashville: The Upper
Room, 1997.
Hiebert, Paul. "Cheeks against Syncretism." Christianity Today. 11 Feb. 1991: 39.
Hodge, Charles. Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1993.
Hong Kong Evangelical Church. Hong Kong Evangelical Church Constitution. Kowloon,
Hong Kong: 1994.
�
. Hong Kong Evangelical Church 40th Anniversary. Kowloon, Hong Kong: 1994.
�
. Introducing Hong Kong Evangelical Church. Kowloon, Hong Kong: 2000.
�
. Statistical Report ofHong Kong Evangelical Church of 1999. Kowloon, Hong
Kong: 2000.
Johnstone, Patrick. "Spiritual Power to Change OurWorld." International Journal
of Frontier Missions 15.4 (Oct.-Dec. 1998): 171-182.
John Wesley Museum. JohnWesley's House. Pamphlet. London: n.d.
Kraft, Charles H. "What Kind ofEncounters Do We Need in Our Christian
Witness?" Evangelical Quarterly Missions 27.3 (July 1991): 259-265.
Kvale, Steiner. Interviews: An Introduction to Qualitative Research Interviewing.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1996.
Lee, Benhur. The Great Commission Prayer Handbook. Hong Kong: Equipping the'
Saints, 1996.
Kwan 134
�
. Personal interview. 18 July 2001.
Long, Chuck. Personal interview. 15 May 2001.
Lowe, Chuck. Territorial Spirits and World Evangelization? Rose-shire, UK:
Christian Focus, 1998.
Lyrene, Edward C, Jr. The Role ofPrayer in American Revival Movement, 1740-
1860. Diss. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1985. Ann Arbor: UMI, 1992.
8604438.
McAlister, Jack. Change the World School ofPrayer. Studio City, CA: World
Literature Crusade, 1978.
Millham, Douglas Erwin. Short-term Missions: A Model for Mobilizing the
Church. Diss. Fuller Theological Seminary, 1988. Ann Arbor: UMI, 1992.
8816058.
Morris, Leon, ed. Tyndale N.T. Commentaries. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.
20 vol.
Murray, Andrew. Every Day with Andrew Murray. Ann Arbor: Marshall Pickering,
1986.
Myung, Sung. H. "Spiritual Dimension ofChurch Growth as Applied in Yoido Full
Gospel Church (Korea)." Diss. Fuller Theological Seminary, 1990.
Oden, Thomas. Pastoral Theology: Essentials ofMinistry. New York:
HarperCollins, 1983.
OMS International. ECC Multiplying Churches Worldwide: A Story ofEvery
Creature Crusade. Pamphlet. Greenwood, IN: OMS, n.d.
�
. Every Creature Crusade Annual Report (1999-2000). Greenwood, IN: 2000.
OMS International World Intercessor. The World Is Praying Too. Pamphlet. Greenwood,
IN: OMS, n.d.
Padgett, James L. "Spiritual Warfare and Evangelism." Diss. Fuller Theological
Seminary, 1996.
Patton, Michael Q. Qualitative Evaluation Methods. Beverly Hills: Sage, 1980.
Powell, Joan. "A Chinese Hong Kong." Action 39 (Jan. 1998): 12.
Robertson, Sharon. "Praying for God's Work in Brazil." Action 39 (Jan. 1998):
10-11.
Kwan 135
Rogers, Everett. Diffusion of Innovations. New York: Free, 1995.
Rommen, Edward, ed. Spiritual Power and Missions: Raising the Issues.
Evangelical Missiological Society Series 3. Pasadena: William Carey, 1995.
Sanders, J. Oswald. Spiritual Leadership. Chicago: Moody, 1980.
Sargunam, M. Ezra., ed. Mission Mandate. Madras, India: Mission India 2000,
1992.
Schelafer, Dale. A Revival Primer. Trans. Tsui Pui Fung. Argyle, TX: Great
Commission Center, 1998.
Seamands, Steve. "Theology ofMinistry." Lecture to DM 801. Asbury
Theological Seminary. Wilmore, KY. July 2000.
Thompson, Frank C. The Thompson Chain-Reference Bible New International Version.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983.
Towns, Elmer. Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough: A Guide to Nine Biblical Fasts.
Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1996.
Van Brenk, Arie. "C. PeterWagner: A Critical Analysis ofHis Work." Diss.
Fuller Theological Seminary, 1994.
Wagner, C. Peter. "Healing the Land: The Power to Heal the Past." Prayer Track
News 5.2 (April-June, 1996): 71.
�
. Prayer Shield. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1992.
�
. "Spiritual Power in Urban Evangelism: Dynamic Lessons from Argentina."
Evangelical Missions Quarterly 27.2 (Apr. 1991): 183-189.
�
. 'Territorial Spirits and World Missions." Evangelical Missions Quarterly 25.3
(July 1989): 278-288.
Wallis, Arthur. Pray in the Spirit: The Work of the Holy Spirit in the Ministry of
Prayer. Fort Washington, PA: Christian Literature Crusade, 1973.
Warner, Timothy. Spiritual Warfare: Victory over the Power ofThis Dark World.
Wheaton, II: Crossway Books, 1991.
Wilson, Bill. Praying for Your Missionary�the Why & How. Quezon City,
Philippines: OMF Home Council, 1992.
Winger, Joseph M. "The Christological Foundation of the Ministry of Intercession." Diss.
Fuller Theological Seminary, 1996.
Kwan 136
Winter, Ralph and Steven Hawthorne, eds. Perspectives on the World Christian
Movement: A Reader. Pasadena, CA: William Carey, 1992.
Wong, Fung Tai. Personal interview. 29 June 2001.
Yip, Bo Yin. "Short-term mission Participants Name List." E-mail to the author. 2 Apr.
2001.
